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444*44*4*4*^  would ,  now ,  ££  unfajhionable  DoClrine ,  whatever  the  an- 
4  4  4*  4*  Opinion  might  be ,  to  affirm  that  the  Conjlituent  can  bind 
44  44*  his  Reprefentative  by  Inf  ruCtions  ;  but  tho 9  the  obligatory  Force 

4  I  4  ^  Inf  ruCtions  is  not  infijlcd  upon ,  yet  their  perfuafwe  In- 

^4*  fuence ,  ?noJl  Cafes ,  /r<?y  ;  /or  Reprefentative ,  who  Jhould 

f*A  a  ^  againfl  the  explicit  Recommendation  of  his  Conflituents ,  would 

4444 $*44'  mof  defervedly  forfeit  their  Regard  and  all  Pretenfion  to  their 
future  Confidence. 

IVhen  it  is  under  Deliberation ,  whether  a  new  Law  fhall  be  EnaCted ,  /#  which 
the  Electors  of  England  ^  inter ejled,  they  have  Notice  of  it ,  tfw;/  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  declaring  their  Senfe - they  point  out  every  dangerous  Tendency , 

not  refrained  in  their  Reprefentations ,  from  J hewing  in  the  plainejl  Language ,  the 
Injujlice  or  Oppreffion  of  it. 

When  a  Law  in  ids  Execution  is  found  to  be  repugnant  to  the  Genius  of  Li¬ 
berty^  or  productive  of  Hardjhips  or  Inconvenience ,  they  may  alfo  infruCi  their 
Deputies  to  exert  Themfelves  in  procuring  a  Repeal  of  it ,  /«  the  Exercife  of 

this  Right  are  not  conjlrained  to  whine  in  the  Style  of  humble  Petitioners . - 

They  are  expofed  to  no  Danger  in  explaining  their  Reafons - their  Situa¬ 

tion  does  not  become  fo  delicate  as  to  make  it  prudent ,  to  weaken ,  by  not  urging 
them ,  with  their  full  Force  >  and  to  their  utmojl  Extent .  But  who  are  the  Re¬ 
prefentative  s  of  the  Colonies ?  To  whom  jhall  THEY  fend  their  Infractions ,  when 
defrous  to  obtain  the  Repeal  of  a  Law  friking  at  the  Root  and  Foundation  of 
every  Civil  Right ,  Jhould  fuel)  an  one  take  Place?  Infractions  to  all  the  Mem¬ 
bers  who  comp  of e  the  Houfe^  of  Commons  would  not  be  proper.  To  them  the  Ap¬ 
plication  muf  be  by  Petition ,  in  which  an  unreferved  Style  would ,  probably ,  be 

A  2  deemed 


wm 


deemed  Indecency ,  and  Jlrong  Exprejfions  Infolence ,  in  which,  a  Claim  of  Rights 
may  not ,  perhaps ,  explained ,  or  even  infinuated ,  if  to  impugn ,  or 

their  Authority  whofe  Relief  is  fupphcated.  To  Joften  and  dep?  ecate  mufl  be  the 
Hope  and  Endeavour ,  tho'  a  guiltlefs  Freeman  would ,  probably ,  aukward  in 

ringing  all  the  Changes  of  Parce,  Precor. 

Under  thefe  Circumftances ,  to  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  of  the  mojl momentous  Con - 
fequence ,  for  if  Truth  is  not  allowed  to  fpeak  thence  in  it's  genuine  Language  of 
Plainnefs  and  Simplicity ,  «or  Freedom  to  vindicate  it's  Privileges  with  decent  Firm - 
nefs,  we  fall  have  too  much  Reafon  to  acknowledge  his  Forefigkt  who  pr  edict  ed,  that, , 
«<■  to  Confitution  of  the  Britifh  Government  was  too  excellent  to  be  permament ." 
The  Train  for  the  Accomplijhment  of  that  Prophecy  hath  not  yet  catched  in  America, 
nor,  1  trujl ,  been  laid . 

That  there  have  been  Laws  extremely  unjuf  and  opprejjive ,  to  Declarations  cf 
fubfequent  Parliaments ,  fixing  this  Stigma  upon  them ,  ;  but  whilft  the  Power 

which  introduced  them  prevailed ,  /V  uw  not  prudent  to  give  them  their  deferved 
Characters.  The  Parliament  of  Henry  III ,  or  that  of.  Henry  F7,  need  not  be 
cited  y  there  are  many  other  Infiances ,  tho '  branded  with  Epithets  fo  remarkably 

opprobrious . 

In  the  Opinion  of  a  great  Lawyer ,  aw  Aft  0/  Parliament  may  be  void. I,  and  of  a 
great  Divine ,  “  to  have  natural ,  and  Freemen  legal  Rights ,  wto£  they  may 
iC  jujlly  maintain ,  no  legifiative  Authority  can  deprive  them  of 

Cafes  may  be  imagined  in  which  the  Truth  of  thefe  Pofitions  mighty  in  Theory , 
admitted ;  to/  i'»  Practice,  unlefs  there  Jhould  be  very  peculiar  Circumftances ,  /to> 
^  <:*»’/  ^  fuppofed  to  exifi  during  the  Prevalence  of  the  Power  that  introduced  it? 
who  would  rely  upon  the  Authority  of  Opinions ,  or  the  Principles  of  them ,  /or  to 
Protection  againfl  the  Penalties  of  any  pofitive  Law  ? 

When  the  Judges  ivere  ajk'd  by  Henry  Fill,  Whether  a  Man  might  be  at¬ 
tainted  of  High  Treafin  by  Parliament ,  to’  wo/  called  to  anfiver ,  they  declared 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  ghiefiion,  and  gave  the  evafive  Anfwer  that,  “  the  High 

Court  of  Parliament  ought  to  give  Examples  of  Jujlice  to  the  inferior  Courts , 
“  none  of  which  could  do  the  like."  But  tho '  it  might  be  dangerous  to  declare  againfl 
the  Authority  of  Parliament ,  we  are  not  bound  to  acknowledge  it's  Inerr ability ,  nor 
precluded  from  examining  the  Principles  and  Confequences  of  Laws ,  or  from  pointing 
out  their  Improprieties ,  and  DefeCls.  Upon  this  Ground  I  have  proceeded  in  the 
following  Confederations,  and  Jhall  not  be  difappointed  if  they  Jhould  appear  to  be 
too  free ,  or  too  referved,  to  Readers  of  different  Complexions. 

VIRGINIA ,  August  12,  1765. 
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Confiderations,  c#g 


3S£888II8S8!8f8!8B  N  the  Conftitution  of  England ,  the  Three  principal  Forms 
ir<ft<^«  ;|  of  Government,  Monarchy,  Ariftocracy  and  Democracy, 
§s^^^sS?lt  are  blended  together  in  certain  Proportions;  but  each  of 
S^S;  *  )^1§  thefe  Orders,  "in  the  Exercife  of  the  legiflative  Authority, 

hath  its  peculiar  Department,  from  which  the  other  are 
3&3^)vO!V|^KI  excluded.  In  this  Divifion,  the  Granting  of  Supplies ,  or 
JfOlffiliitGiiilKHitilt  Laying  “Paxes,  is  deemed  to  be  the  Province  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons,  as  the  Reprefentative  of  the  People. — All  Supplies  are  fuppofed 
to  flow  from  their  Gift;  and  the  other  Orders  are  permitted  only  to  aflent, 
or  reje£t  generally,  not  to  propofe  any  Modification,  Amendment,  or  par¬ 
tial  Alteration  of  it. 

This  Obfervation  being  confidered,  it  will  undeniably  appear,  that,  in 
framing  the  late  Stamp  Adi,  the  Commons  afted  in  the  Character  of  Repre¬ 
fentative  of  the  Colonies.  They  afl'umed  it  as  the  Principle  of  that  Mea- 
fure,  and  the  Propriety  of  it  muft  therefore  ftand,  or  fall,  as  the  Principle  is 
true,  or  falfe  :  For  the  Preamble  fets  forth,  That  the  Commons-  of  Great 
Britain  had  refolved  to  Give  and  Grant  the  feveral  Rates  and  Duties  impofed 
by  the  Adt ;  but  what  Right  had  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  to  be  thus 
munificent  at  the  Expence  of  the  Commons  of  America  ? - To  give  Pro¬ 

perty,  not  belonging  to  the  Giver,  and  without  the  Confent  of  the  Ownei, 

is 
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is  fuch  evident  and  flagrant  Injuftice,  in  ordinary  Cafes ,  that  few  are  har¬ 
dy  enough  to  avow  it ;  and  therefore,  when  it  really  happens,  the  Fact  is 
difguifed  and  varnifhed  over  by  the  moft  plaulible  Pretences  the  Ingenuity 

of  the  Giver  can  fuggeft. - But  it  is  alledged  that  there  is  a  Virtual ,  or 

implied  Reprefentation  of  the  Colonies  fpringing  out  of  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Eritijh  Government :  And  it  muff  be  confefled  on  all  Hands,  that,  as  the 
Reprefentation  is  not  adfual,  it  is  virtual,  or  it  doth  not  exifp  at  all  ;  for  no 
third  Kind  of  Reprefentation  can  be  imagined.  The  Colonies  claim  the 
Privilege,  which  is  common  to  all  Britijh  Subjects,  of  being  taxed  only  with 
their  own  Confent  given  by  their  Reprefentatives,  and  all  the  Advocates  for 
the  Stamp  Adi  admit  this  Claim.  Whether,  therefore,  upon  the  whole  Mat¬ 
ter,  the  Impofition  of  the  Stamp  Duties  is  a  proper  Exercife  of  Conftitutional 
Authority,  or  not,  depends  upon  the  Angle  Queffion,  Whether  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain  are  virtually  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of 
America ,  or  not. 

The  Advocates  for  the  Stamp  Adi  admit,  in  exprefs  Terms,  that  cc  the 
cc  Colonies  do  not  chufe  Members  of  Parliament,”  but  They  aflfert  that 
<c  the  Colonies  are  virtually  reprefented  in  the  fame  Manner  with  the  Non- 
<c  Eledtors  refiaent  in  Great  Britain .” 

How  have  They  proved  this  Pofition  ?  Where  have  They  defined,  or  pre- 
cifely  explained  what  They  mean  by  the  Expreflion,  Virtual  Reprefentation  ? 
As  it  is  the  very  Hinge  upon  which  the  Redlitude  of  the  Taxation  turns, 
fomething  more  fatisfadlory  than  mere  AfTertion,  more  folid  than  a  Form  of 
Expreflion,  is  neceflary  ;  for,  how^can  it  be  ferioufly  expedfed,  that  Men, 
who  think  Themfelves  injurioufly  affedled  in  their  Properties  and  Privileges, 
will  be  convinced  and  reconciled  by  a  fanciful  Phrafe,  the  Meaning  of  which 
can’t  be  precifely  afcertained  by  thofe  who  ufe  it,  or  properly  applied  to  the 
Purpofe  for  which  it  hath  been  advanced. 

They  argue,  that  cc  the  Right  of  Eledtion  being  annexed  to  certain  Spe- 
<c  cies  of  Property,  to  Franchifes,  and  Inhabitancy  in  fome  particular  Places, 
cc  a  very  fmall  Part  of  the  Land,  the  Property,  and  the  People  of  England 
cc  is  comprehended  in  thofe  Defcriptions.  All  Landed  Property,  not  Free- 
cc  hold,  and  all  Monied  Property,  are  excluded .  The  Merchants  of  London , 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Public  Funds,  the  Inhabitants  of  Leeds ,  Halifax , 
Birmingham ,  and  Manchejler ,  and  that  great  Corporation  of  the  Eajl-lndia 
Company,  None  of  Them  chufe  their  Reprefentatives,  and  yet  are  They 
6C  all  reprefented  in  Parliament,  and  the  Colonies  being  exactly  in  their  Situ- 
<c  ation,  are  reprefented  in  the  fa?ne  Manner.” 

Now, 
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Now,  this  Argument,  which  is  all  that  their  Invention  hath  been  able  to 
fupply,  is  totally  defedlive  ;  for,  it  confifls  of  Fadls  not  true,  and  of  Con- 
clufions  inadmifiible. 

It  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  all  the  Perfons  enumerated  under  the 
Charadler  of  Non- Eledlors ,  are  in  that  Predicament,  that  it  is  indubitably 
certain  there  is  no  Species  of  Property,  landed,  or  monied,  which  is  not 
poffefTed  by  very  many  of  the  Britijh  Electors* 

I  {hall  undertake  to  difprove  the  fuppofed  Similarity  of  Situation,  whence 
the  fame  Kind  of  Reprefentation  is  deduced  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  of  the  Britijh  Non-Eledlors  ;  and,  if  I  fucceed,  the  Notion  of  a 
virtual  Reprefentation  of  the  Colonies  muft  fail,  which,  in  Truth,  is  a  mere 
Cob-web,  fpread  to  catch  the  unwary,  and  intangle  the  weak.  I  would  be 
underflood.  I  am  upon  a  Queflion  of  Propriety ,  not  of  Power ;  and, 
though  fome  may  be  inclined  to  think  it  is  to  little  Purpofe  to  difcufs  the 
one,  when  the  other  is  irrefiflible,  yet  are  They  different  Confiderations ; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time  that  I  invalidate  the  Claim  upon  which  it  is  founded, 
I  may  very  confidently  recommend  a  SubmifTion  to  the  Law,  whilfl  it  en¬ 
dures.  I  (hall  fay  Nothing  of  the  Ufe  I  intend  by  the  Difcuflion  ;  for,  if 
it  fhould  not  be  perceived  by  the  Sequel,  there  is  no  Ufe  in  it,  and,  if  it 
fhould  appear  then,  it  need  not  be  premifed. 

*  •  i 

Lefiees  for  Years,  Copyholders,  Proprietors  of  the  Public  Funds,  In¬ 
habitants  of  Birmingham ,  Leeds ,  Halifax ,  and  Manchejler ,  Merchants  of  the 
City  of  London ,  or  Members  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Eajl-India  Company, 
are,  as  fuch ,  under  no  perfonal  Incapacity  to  be  Eledlors  ;  for  they  may  ac¬ 
quire  the  Right  of  Eledlion,  and  there  are  actually  not  only  a  confiderable 
Number  of  Eledlors  in  each  of  the  Clafies  of  Lefiees  for  Years,  &c.  but  in 
many  of  them,  if  not  all,  even  Members  of  Parliament.  The  Interefls 
therefore  of  the  Non-Eledlors,  the  Eledlors,  and  the  Reprefentatives,  are 
individually  the  fame  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Connexion  among  Neighbours, 
Friends,  and  Relations.  The  Security  of  the  Non-Eledlors  againfl  Op- 
prefiion,  is,  that  their  Oppreffion  will  fall  alfo  upon  the  Eledlors  and  the 
Reprefentatives.  The  one  can’t  be  injured,  and  the  other  indemnified. 

Further,  if  the  Non-Eledlors  fhould  not- be  taxed  by  the  Britijh  Parlia¬ 
ment,  They  would  not  be  taxed  at  all ;  and  it  would  be  iniquitous,  as  well 
as  a  Solecifm,  in  the  political  Syflem,  that  They  fhould  partake  of  all  the 
Benefits  refulting  from  the  Impofition,  and  Application  of  Taxes,  and  de¬ 
rive  an  Immunity  from  the  Circumftance  of  not  being  qualified  to  vote. 

Under 


Under  this  Conflitution  then,  a  double  or  virtual  Reprefentation  may  be  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed. —  The  Electors,  who  are  infeparably  connected  in  their 
Interefts  with  the  Non-EleTors,  may  be  juftly  deemed  to  be  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  Non-Eledlors,  at  the  fame  Time  They  exercife  their  perfonal 
Privilege  in  their  Right  of  Eledlion,  and  the  Members  chofen,  therefore, 
the  Reprefentatives  of  both.  This  is  the  only  rational  Explanation  of  the 
Expreilion,  virtual  Reprefentation,  None  has  been  advanced  by  the  Afiertors 
of  it,  and  their  Meaning  can  only  be  inferred  from  the  Inflances,  by  which 
They  endeavour  to  elucidate  it,  and  no  other  Meaning  can  be  Rated,  to 
which  the  Inftances  apply. 

It  is  an  eftential  Principle  of  the  Englifh  Conflitution,  that  the  Subjedl 
{hall  not  be  taxed  without  his  Confent,  which  hath  not  been  introduced  by 
any  particular  Law,  but  neceftarily  refults  from  the  Nature  of  that  mixed 
Government  ;  for,  without  it,  the  Order  of  Democracy  could  not  exifl. 

*  Parliaments  were  not  formerly  fo  regular  in  Point  of  Form  as  they  now 
are.  Even  the  Number  of  Knights  for  each  Shire  were  not  afcertained. 
The  firll  Writs  now  extant  for  their  Choice,  are  22d  Edward  I,  by  which, 
Two,'  as  at  this  Day,  were  dire&ed  to  be  chofen  for  each  County  ;  but  the 
King  not  being  fatisfied  with  that  Number,  other  Writs  were  iflued  for 
chuling  Two  more.  This  difcretionary  Power  being  thought  inconvenient, 
was  afterwards  reftrained  by  the  Statutes  of  Richard  II,  Henry  IV ,  and  fub- 
fequent  A6ls. 

In  earlier  Times  there  was  more  Simplicity  in  the  Rules  of  Government, 
and  Men  were  more  folicitous  about  the  Effentials,  than  the  Forms  of  it. 
When  the  Confent  of  thofe  who  were  to  perform,  or  pay  any  Thing  extra- 
feudal,  was  fairly  applied  for  and  obtained,  the  Manner  was  little  regarded; 
but,  as  the  People  had  reafon  to  be  jealous  of  Defigns  to  impofe  Contribu¬ 
tions  upon  Them  without  their  Confent,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  have 
Formalities  regulated,  and  fixed,  to  prevent  this  Injury  to  their  Rights,  not 
to  deftroy  a  Principle,  without  which,  They  could  not  be  faid  to  have  any 
Rights  at  all. 

Before  the  Introdu&ion  of  thofe  Formalities,  which  were  framed  with  a 
View  to  reflrain  the  Excurfions  of  Power,  and  to  fecure  the  Privileges  of 
the  Subject,  as  the  Mode  of  Proceeding  was  more  Ample,  fo  perhaps  this 
Foundation  of  Confent  was  more  vifible  than  it  is  at  prefent,  wherefore  it 


See  Treat.  Peerage. 
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may  be  of  Ufe  to  adduce  fome  Inftances,  which  dire&ly  point  out  this  ne~ 
ceiiary  and  effential  Principle  of  Britifh  Liberty. 


f  The  Lords  and 'Commons  have  feparately  given  Aids  and  Subfidies  to 
the  Crown.  In  13th  Edward  III,  the  Lords  granted  the*  Tenth  of  all  the 
Corn,  63V.  growing;  upon  their  Demefnes,  the  Commons  then  granting  No¬ 
thing,  nor  concerning  Thcmfelves  with  what  the  Lords  thought  fit  to  grant 
out  of  their  own  Eftates. — At  other  Times,  the  Knights  of  Shires,  feparaung 
from  the  reft  of  the  Commons,  and  joining  with  the  Lords,  have  granted  a 
Subfidy,  and  the  Reprefentatives  of  Cities  and  Boroughs  have  likewife  grant¬ 
ed  Subfidies  to  the  Crown  feparately,  as  appears  by  a  Writ  in  24th  Edward  I, 
*  which  runs  in  theft  Words  :  Rex,  Sic. — Cum  Comiies ,  Barcnes ,  Mihtes  No - 
bis ,  Sic.  fecerunt  undecimam  de  omnibus  Bonis  fuis  tnobilibus ,  et  Gives  et  Burgen- 
fes ,  Sic.  feptimam  de  -omnibus  Bonis  fuis  mobilibus ,  Sic.  nobis  curiahter  concefjerint , 

Sic. - When  an  Affair  happened,  which  affected  only  fome  Individuals, 

and  called  for  an  Aid  to  the  Crown,  it  was  common  for  thofe  Individuals 
alone  to  be  fummoned  ;  to  which  Purpofe  leveral  Writs  are  extant.  In  35th 
Edward  III,  there  is  a  Writ  (which  Dugdale  has  printed  in  his  Collection  of 
Writs  of  Summons  to  Parliament)  direded  to  the  Earl  of:  Northampton , 
which,  after  reciting  the  Confufion  the  Affairs  of  Ireland  were  in,  and  that 
he,  and  fome  other  Englijh  Lords  had  Poffefiions  in  that  Kingdom,  and 
were  therefore  more  particularly  obliged  to  the  Defence  of  it,  follows  in 
theft  Words  :  Volum us  V obi f cum ,  et  cum  aliis  de  eode?n  Regno  ( Anglia  fcilicet) 
Terras  in  difid  Tei'ra  habentibus  Colloquium  habere ,  Sic. 


But,  that  the  Reader  may  perceive  how  ftriCily  the  Principle  of  no  Per- 
fons  being  Taxed  without  their  Confent,  hath  been  regarded,  it  is  pro¬ 
per  to  take  Notice,  that,  upon  the  fame  Occafion,  Writs  were  likewife 
dire&ed  even  to  Women,  who  were  Proprietors  of  Land  in  Ireland ,  to  fend 
their  Deputies  to  confult,  and  confent  to  what  fhould  be  judged  neceflary  to 
be  done  on  the  Occafion  ;  e.  g.  Rex,  Sic. — Maria ,  Sic.  Salutem ,  Sic.  Vo- 
bis ,  Sic.  Mandamus  quod  aliquem ,  vel  aliquos  de  quibus  confidatis  apud  Weflmon. 
mitt  at  is  ad  loquendum  nobifcum  fuper  difiis  Negotiis,  et  ad  faciendum  et  conjentien- 
dum  Nomine  vejlro ,  fuper  hoc  quod  ibidem  ordinari  contigerit. 


A  Refle&ion  naturally  arifes  from  the  Inftances  cited — When,  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  Occafion,  fome  Individuals  only  were  to  be  taxed,  and  not  the  whole 
Community,  their  Confent  only  was  called  for,  and  in  the  laft  Inftance  it 
appears,  that  they,  who  upon  an  Occafion  of  a  general  Tax,  would  have 
been  bound  by  the  Confent  of  their  virtual  Reprefentatives  (for  in  that  Cafe 
they  would  have  had  no  afiual  Reprefentatives)  were  in  an  Affair  calling  for  a 
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particular  Aid  from  them,  feparate  from  the  reft  of  the  Community,  required 
to  fend  their  particular  Deputies :  But  how  different  would  be  the  Principle 
of  a  Statute,  impofing  Duties  without  their  Confent  who  are  to  pay  them, 
upon  the  Authority  of  their  Gift,  who  fhould  undertake  to  give,  what  doth 
not  belong  to  them. 

That  great  King,  Edward  I,  inferted  in  his  Writs  of  Summons,  as  a 
firft  Principle  of  Law,  that  quod  omnes  tangat  ab  omnibus  approbetur ,  which  by 
no  Torture  can  be  made  to  iignify  that  their  Approbation  or  Confent  only 
is  to  be  required  in  the  Impofition  of  a  Tax,  who  are  to  pay  no  Part  of  it. 

The  Situation  of  the  Non-EleCtors  in  England — their  Capacity  to  become 
EleCtors — their  infeparable  Connection  with  thofe  who  are  Electors,  and 
their  Reprefentatives — their  Security  againft  Oppreflion  refulting  from  this 
Connection,  and  the  Neceffity  of  imagining  a  double  or  virtual  Reprefen- 
tation,  to  avoid  Iniquity  and  Abfurdity,  have  been  explained — The  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Colonies  are,  as  fuch>  incapable  of  being  EleCtors,  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  EleCtion  being  exercifeable  only  in  Perfon,  and  therefore  if  every 
Inhabitant  of  America  had  the  requifite  Freehold,  not  one  could  vote,  but 
upon  the  Suppofition  of  his  ceafing  to  be  an  Inhabitant  of  America ,  and  be¬ 
coming  a  Reiident  in  Great-Britain ,  a  Suppofition  which  would  be  imperti¬ 
nent,  becaufe  it  fhifts  the  Queftion — Should  the  Colonies  not  be  taxed  by 
Parliamentary  Impofitions ,  their  refpeCtive  Legiflatures  have  a  regular,  ade¬ 
quate,  and  conftitutional  Authority  to  Tax  them,  and  therefore  there  would 
not  neceffarily  be  an  iniquitous  and  abfurd  Exemption,  from  their  not  being 
reprefented  by  the  Houje  of  Commons . 

There  is  not  that  intimate  and  infeparable  Relation  between  the  Electors 
of  Great-Britain  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies ,  which  muft  inevitably 
involve  both  in  the  fame  Taxation  ;  on  the  contrary,  not  a  fingle  aftual 
EleCtor  in  England ,  might  be  immediately  affeCted  by  a  Taxation  in  America , 
impofcd  by  a  Statute  which  would  have  a  general  Operation  and  EffeCt,  upon 
the  Properties  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies.  The  latter  might  be  op- 
preffed  in  a  Thoufand  Shapes,  without  any  Sympathy,  or  exciting  any  Alarm 
in  the  former.  Moreover,  even  ACts,  oppreflive  and  injurious  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies  in  an  extreme  Degree,  might  become  popular  in  England ,  from  the 
Promife  or  Expectation,  that  the  very  Meafures  which  depreffed  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  would  give  Eafe  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  the  Interefts  of  England  and  the  Colonies  are  allied,  and  an  Injury  to 
the  Colonies  produced  into  all  it’s  Confequences,  will  eventually  affcCt  the 
Mother  Country,  yet  thefe  Confluences  being  generally  remote,  are  not 


at  once  forefeen ;  they  do  not  immediately  alarm  the  Fears,  and  engage  the 
Paflions  of  the  Englijh  Electors,  the  Connection  between  a  Freeholder  of 
Great  Britain ,  anti  a  Britijh  American  being  deducible  only  through  a  Train 
of  Jkeafonmg,  which  few  will  take  the  Trouble,  or  can  have  an  Opportu¬ 
nity,  if  they  have  Capacity,  to  inveftigate  ;  wherefore  the  Relation  between 
the  Britifj- Americans,  and  the  Engli/I)  Electors,  is  a  Knot  too  infirm  to  be 
relied  on  as  a  competent  Security,  efpeciully  againlt  the  Force  of  a  prefent, 
counteracting  Expectation  of  Relief. 

If  it  would  have  been  a  juft  Conclufion,  that  the  Colonies  being  exaCtly  in 
the jame  Situation  with  the  Non-Eleftors  of  England ,  are  therefore  reprefented 
in  tne  lame  Manner,  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  that  the  Reafoning  is  lolid, 
which,  after  having  evinced  a  total  Diffimilarity  of  Situation,  infers  that 
their  Reprefentation  is  different. 

If  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  have  no  Right  by  the  Conftitution,  to 
GIVE  AND  GRANT  Property  not  belonging  to  themfelves  or  others,  * 
without  their  Confent. actually  or  virtually  given — If  the  Claim  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  not  to  be  taxed  without  their  Cunfent ,  fignified  by  their  Reprefentatives, 
is  well  founded,  if  it  appears  that  the  Colonies  are  not  aCtually  reprefented 
by  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  and  that  the  Notion  of  a  double  or  virtual 
Reprefentation,  doth  not  with  any  Propriety  apply  to  the  People  of  America  ; 
then  the  Principle  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  mult  be  given  up  as  indefensible  on  the 
Point  of  Reprefentation,  and  the  Validity  of  it  relied  upon  the  Power  which 
they  who  framed  it,  have  to  carry  it  into  Execution. 

<c  Should  the  Parliament  devife  a  Tax,  to  be  paid  only  by  thofe  of  the 
“  People  in  Great -Britain,  who  are  neither  Members  of  either  Houfe  of 
<c  Parliament,  nor  their  EleClors,  fuch  an  ACt  would  be  unjuft  and  partial,” 
faith  the  Author  of  the  Claim  of  the  Colonies,  &c.  who  yet  allows  that  the 
<c  Non-EleCtors  would  have  a  Security  againft  the  Weight  of  fuch  a  Tax, 
cc  fhould  it  be  impofed,  which  the  Colonies  have  not,  Visa.  That  the  Mem- 
«  bers  of  Parliament  and  their  EleClors,  mull  be  relatively  affeCted  by  it; 
«  but  the  indullrious  North- American,  and  the  opulent  Weft- Indian  may  have 
«  their  Properties  taxed,  and  no  Individual  in  Great-Britain  participate  with 
“  them  in  the  Burden :  On  the  contrary,  the  Members  of  Parliament 
“  would  make  their  Court  to  their  Conllituents  moll  effectually,  by  mul- 
tiplying  Taxes  upon  the  Subjects  of  the  Colonies.” 

Is  it  not  amazing  that  the  above  Author,  with  thefe  Sentiments ,  fhould 

undertake  the  Defence  of  the  Stamp  Duties,  which,  by  his  own  Conceffion, 
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appear  to  be  more  unjuft,  and  wore  partial  than  the  Tax  he  fuppofes,  and 
upon  which  he  beftows,  very  properly,  the  Epithets  of  unjuft  and  partial*  - 
— — - Diluit  Helleborum ,  certb  compefcere  PurMo  : 

Nefcius  Ex  amen.  •  •> 

But  it  has  been  objected,  that  if  the  Inhabitants  of '  America ,  becaufe  re~ 
prefented  in  their  reipe£tive  Ailemblies,  are  therefore  exempted  from  a  Par¬ 
liamentary  Pax ,  then  the  Citizens  of  Lond  n ,  who  are  rejsrefented  in  theft1 
Common  Council,  may  plead  the  Jame  Immunity.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
Authority  upon  which  this  Objection  is  urged,  it  might  be  fafely  palled 
over  without  a  particular  Anlwer ;  but  fmce  it  hath  been  introduced  with 
an  Appearance  of  Reliance,  and  the  Opinion  which -it  retails,  is  faid  to 
haveffieen  delivered  with  great  Gravity,  and  pronounced  with  decifive  Con¬ 
fidence,  I  would  not  be  io  wanting  in  Refpect  to  an  ’eminent  Character, 
as  to  negledt  the  Ceremony  of  a  diredt  Refutation. 

But  I  mu  ft  obfei've  that,  when  the  Opinion  of  a  Lawyer  is  taken  in  a 
Matter  oftprivate  Concern,  in  which  he  is  under  no  Bias,  to  deceive,  a  con- 
cife  Declaration  of  it  may  generally  fuffice ;  he  wrho  applies  for  it  being  ge¬ 
nerally  obliged  to  depend  upon  his  Council’s  Character  of  Integrity  and 
Knowledge,  not  only  becaufe  the  Expence  of  a  methodical  and  minute  Dif- 
cuffion  would  be  too  Burthenfome,  but  becaufe  the  Force  of  legal  Reafoning 
is  not  generally  underftood.  But  in  a  Queftion  of  Public  Concernment 
the  Opinion  of  no  Court  Lawyer ,  however  refpedtable  for  his  Candour  and 
Abilities,  ought  to  weigh  more  than  the  Reafons  adduced  in  Support  of  it. 
They  ought  to  be  explained,  they  may  be  examined.  Confidering  his 
Temptations,  Credit  ought  to  be  caulioufly  and  diffidently  given,  to  his 
Aftertion  of  what  is  his  Opinion. — Confidering  the  Confequence  of  a  De- 
cifion,  not  to  one  Man  only,  but  to  Millions  that  exift  and  Myriads  that 
may  exift,  and  the  exceeding  Fallibility  of  legal  Knowledge,  nothing  Ihort 
of  clear  Convidtion,  after  the  fulleft  Explication  of  the  Reafons  of  the 
Opinion,  and  the  moft  accurate  and  intenfe  Consideration  of  their  Validity, 
can  juftify  an  Acquiefcence  under  it. 

On  tbe  prefent  Occafion,  fo  immenfely  important,  Nullius  addiLtus  jurare 
in  Verba  Magijiri ,  I  Ihall  pin  my  Faith  upon  the  Diflum  of  no  Lawyer  in 
the  Univerfe,  and  when  his  ipfe  dixit  is  authoritatively  urged,  I  Ihall  be  at 
no  Pains  to  reprefs  my  Sufpicions  that  his  Reafons  are  concealed  becaufe, 
if  fairly  produced  and  held  up  to  the  Light,  many  Flaws  in  them  would  be 
difcovered  by  a  careful  Examiner.  I  have  lived  long  enough  to  remember 
many  Opinions  of  Court  Lawyers  upon  American  Affairs  >  they  have  been  all 

ftrongly 
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ttroriglyg  marked  with-  the'  f:\me  Cbirk&er  ;  they  h aye  been  generally  very 
fententious,  and  the  fame  Observation  may  be  applied*  to  them  all — -They 
have  all  declared  that  to  be  legaly  which  the  Minifter  for  the  Time  being  has 
deemed  to  be  expedient .  1  he  Opinion  given  by  a  General  of  the  Law  in 

the  late  War  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  Soldiers  might  be  Quartered  on 
Private  Houle'S  in  Anierka ,  mult  be  pretty  generally  remembered. 


i*  '*  ft*r» 
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The  very  learned  Gentlemen  has,  it  feems,  declared  that,  upon  ma- 
ture  Deliberation,  he  has  formed  his  Opinion,  that  the  Colonies  are  in 
“  their  Nature,  no  more  than  common  Corporations,  and  that  the  Inhabi- 
“  tailts  of  a  Colony  are  no  more  entialed  to  an  Exemption  from  Parliameri- 
tar-y  Taxations,  becaufe  reprefented  in  American  AlTembly,  than  the 
sc  Citizens  of-  London  A  -  .  --  1 


This  Opinion  may  be  incontefirably  juft  in  the  Judgment  of  that  accom- 
plifhed  Politician,  and  elegant  Writer,  who  chufes  to  diflinguifh  himfelf  by 
the  Titles  of  late  G — rn-r  of  the  J-rf-ys\>  of  the  M-ff-ch-j-ts  B—\  and  of 
S~th  C-r-l—a ,  and  who  does  not  chufe  to  be  diftinguifh’d  by  the  Title  of 

late  Maitre  d'  Hotel  of  the  late  Sir  D — v — s  O-b - r,  or  that  exactly  fitting, 

and  charadferiffical  *  Appellation  conferred  on  him,  by  an  incenfed  Cul¬ 
prit  in  an  American  Court  of  Star-Chamber,  an  Appellation  rather  adapted 
to  fignify  thofe  Powers,  which  are  ufeful  in  Intrigue,  and  that  lead  to  Pro¬ 
motion,  than  exprellive  of  Refpedf  and  Dignity;  but  having  confidered  the 
Subjedf  in  the  bell  Manner  my  very  flender  and  limited  Capacity  will  allow, 
neither  doth  the  Opinion  of  the  one,  nor  the  Approbation  of  it  by  the  other, 
influence  rryy  judgment. 


a  Poloyiius  to 
indeed’ ’■ — or. 


Let  a  great  Man  declare  a  Similitude,  and  he  will  foon  find  a 
acknowledge,  that,  Yonder  Cloud  isy  by  the  Mafs^  like  a  Camel  i, 
u  black  like  an  Ouzley” — or,  “  very  like  a  Whale. ** 

,  .  -•  •  t  4  C-  ~  -•  ‘  *  r*  * 

The  Objedlion  having  been  Stated,  the  Afwer  is  obvious  and  clear. 

"  G  i .  *  :  f  A  4  '  +  i 

The  Colonies  have  a  cornpleat  and  adequate  Legiflative  Authority,  and  are 
not  only  reprefented  in  their  Aflemblies,  but  in  no  other  Manner .  The  Power 
of  making  ldye-Laws  veiled  in  the  common  Council  is  inadequate  and  in- 
compleat,  being  bounded  by  a  few  particular  Subjects  ;  and  the  Common 
Council  are  actually  reprefented  too,  by  having  a  Choice  of  Members  to 
ferve  in  Parliament.  How  then  can  the  Reafon  of  the  Exemption  from 


*  See  the  Hill,  of  TOM  BRAZEN. 
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internal  Parliamentary  Taxations,  claimed  by  the  Colonies,  apply  to  the 
Citizens  of  London  ? 

The  Power  defcribed  in  the  Provincial  Charters  is  to  make  Laws,  and  in 
the  Exercife  of  that  Power,  the  Colonies  are  bounded  by  no  other  Limita¬ 
tions  than  what  refult  from  their  Subordination  to,  and  Dependance  upon 
Great- Britain,  The  Term  Bye-Laws  is  as  novel,  and  improper,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  AffemblieSy  as  the  Expreflion  Afts  of  Ajfembly  would  be,  if  applied 
to  the  Parliament  cf  Great-Britain,  and  it  is  as  ablurd  and  infenfible,  to  call 
a  Colony  a  common  Corporation,  becaufe  not  an  independant  Kingdom, 
and  the  Powers  of  each  to  make  Laws  and  Bye  Laws,  are  limited,  tho*  not 
comparable  in  their  Extent,  and  the  Variety  of  their  Obje&s,  as  it  would 
be  to  call  Lake  Erie,  a  Duck-puddle ,  becaufe  not  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Should  :the  Analogy  between  the  Colonies  and  Corporations  be  even  admitted 
for  a  Moment,  in  order  to  fee  what  would  be  the  Confequence  of  the  Poflu - 
latum ,  it  would  only  amount  to  this.  The  Colonies  are  veiled  with  as  corn- 
pleat  Authority  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  to  Tax  themfelves,  as  any  Eng - 
lijh  Corporation  is  to  make  a  Bye-Taw,  in  any  imaginable  Inftance  for  any 
local  Purpofe  whatever,  and  the  Parliament  doth  not  make  Laws  for  Corpo¬ 
rations  upon  Subjects,  in  every  Refpe£t  proper  for  Bye-Laws,  - 

But  I  don’t  reft  the  Matter  upon  this,  or  any  other  Circumftance,  how¬ 
ever  confiderable,  to  prove  the  Impropriety  of  a  Taxation  by  the  Britijh  Par¬ 
liament.  I  rely  upon  the  Fa6t,  that  not  one  Inhabitant  in  any  Colony  is, 
or  can  be  actually  or  virtually  reprefented  by  the  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons , 

and  therefore,  that  the  Stamp  Duties  are  feverely  impofed. 

% 

But  it  has  been  alledged,  that  if  the  Right  to  Give  and  Grant  the  Property 
of  the  Colonies  by  an  internal  Taxation  is  denied  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  the  Subordination  or  Dependance  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  Brit.Jh  Parliament  can’t  be  confidently  eftablifh’d — That  any 
fuppofed  Line  of  Diftinction  between  the  Two  Cafes,  is  but  “  a  whimfical 

Imagination,  a  chimerical  Speculation  againft  Fatft  and  Experience.”— 
Now,  under  Favour,  I  conceive  there  is  more  Confidence,  than  Solidity  in 
this  Aflertion,  and  it  may  be  fatisfa&orily  and  eafily  proved,  that  the  Subor¬ 
dination  and  Dependance  of  the  Colonies  may  be  preferved,  and  the  fupreme 
Authority  of  the  Mother-Country  be  firmly  fupported,  and  yet  the  Principle 
of  Reprefentation,  and  the  Right  of  the  Byitijh  Houfe  of  Commons  flowing 
from  ity  to  Give  and  Grant  the  Property  of  the  Commons  of  America ,  be  de¬ 
nied. 
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The  Colonies  are  dependant  upon  Great  Britain ,  and  the  fupreme  Autho¬ 
rity  veiled  in  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  may  juflly  be  exercifed  to 
fecure,  or  preferve  their  Dependance,  whenever  neceflary  for  that  Pur  pole. 
This  Authority  refults  from,  and  is  implied  in  the  Idea  of  the  Relation  fub- 
fifling  between  England  and  her  Colonies  3  for,  coniidering  the  Nature  of 
human  AffeCtions,  the  Inferior  is  not  to  be  trufted  with  providing  Regula¬ 
tions  to  prevent  his  Rifing  to  an  Equality  with  his  Superior.  But,  though 
the  Right  of  the  Superior  to  ufe  the  proper  Means  for  preferving  the  Subor¬ 
dination  of  his  Inferior  is  admitted,  yet  it  does  not  neceflarily  follow,  that  he 
has  a  Right  to  feize  the  Property  of  his  Inferior  when  he  pleafes,  or  to  com¬ 
mand  him  in  every  Thing,  fince,  in  the  Degrees  of  it,  there  may  very  well 
exift  a  Dependance  and  Inferiority ,  without  abfolutc  Vajfalage  and  Slavery .  In 
what  the  Superior  may  rightfully  controul,  or  compel,  and  in  what  the  In¬ 
ferior  ought  to  be  at  Liberty  to  a£l  without  Controul  or  Compulfion,  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  Nature  of  the  Dependance,  and  the  Degree  of  the  Subordi¬ 
nation  3  and,  thefe  being  afcertained,  the  Meafure  of  Obedience,  and  Sub- 
miflion,  and  the  Extent  of  the  Authority*  and  Superintendence  will  be  fet¬ 
tled.  When  Powers,  compatible  with  the  Relation  between  the  Superior 
and  Inferior,  have,  by  exprefs  Compact,  been  granted  to,  and  accepted  by 
the  latter,  and  have  been,  after  that  CompaCt,  repeatedly  recognized  by  the 
former — When  They  may  be  exercifed  effectually  upon  every  Occafion 
without  any  Injury  to  that  Relation,  the  Authority  of  the  Superior  can’t  pro¬ 
perly  interpofe  3  for,  by  the  Powers  veiled  in  the  Inferior,  is  the  Superior 
limited. 

By  their  Conllitutions  of  Government,  the  Colonies  are  impowered  to 
impofe  internal  'Faxes.  This  Power  is  compatible  with  their  Dependance, 
and  hath  been  exprefsly  recognized  by  Britijh  Minillers  and  the  Britijh 
Parliament,  upon  many  Occaflons  3  and  it  may  be  exercifed  effectually  with¬ 
out  llriking  at,  or  impeaching,  in  any  RefpeCt,  the  Superintendence  of  the 
Britifj  Parliament.  May  not  then  the  Line  be  dillinCtly  and  jullly  drawn 
between  fuch  ACts  as  are  neceflary,  or  proper,  for  preferving  or  fecuring  the 
Dependance  of  the  Colonies,  and  fuch  as  are  not  neceflary  or  proper  for 
that  very  important  Purpofe  ? 

When  the  Powers  were  conferred  upon  the  Colonies,  1  hey  were  confer¬ 
red  too  as  Privileges  and  Immunities,  and  accepted  as  luch  3  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  the  Privileges  belonging  neceflarily  to  Them  as  Britijh  Sub¬ 
jects,  were  folemnly  declared  and  confirmed  by  their  Charters,  and  They 
who  fettled  in  America  under  the  Encouragement  and  Faith  of  thefe  Char¬ 
ters,  underftood,  not  only  that  They  mighty  but  that  it  was  their  Right  to 

exercife 
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exercife  thofe  Powers  without  Controul,  or  Prevention.  In  fome  of  the 
Charters  the  Diftindtion  is  exprelled,  and  the  ttrongeft  Declarations  made, 
and  the  moil  iolemn  Aliurances  given  that  the  Settlers  fhould  not  have  their 
Property  taxed  without  their  own  Confent  by  their  Reprefentatives,  though 
their  legiflative  Authority  is  limited  at  the  fame  Time,  by  th.  Subordination 

1Am?  ‘edr1,^lel,r,Relatl0n’  and  1  he>'  are  therefore  reftrained  from  making 
Acts  of  Aflembly  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England ,  and,  had  the  Diflinc- 
tion  not  been  exprelled,  the  Powers  given  would  have  implied  it,  for,  if  the 
Parliament  may  in  any  Cafe  interpofe,  when  the  Authority  of  the  Colonies 
is  adequate  to  the  Oecalion,  and  not  limited  by  their  Subordination  to  the 
Mother-Country,  it  may  in  every  Cafe ,  which  would  make  another  Appellation 
more  proper  to  defcribe  their  Condition,  than  the  Name  by  which  their  in¬ 
habitants  have  been  ufually  called,  and  have  Gloried  in. 

Recaufe  the  Parliament  may,  when  the  Relation  between  Great-Britain 
and  her  Colonies  calls  for  an  Exertion  of  her  Superintendance,  bind  the  Co¬ 
lonies  by  Statute,  therefore  a  Parliamentary  Interpofition  in  every  other  In- 
i  <1  e,  is  an  Inference  that  may  be  denied. 

On  fome  Emergencies,  the  King,  by  the  Conftitution,  hath  an  abfolute 
Power  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  the  State,  to  take  Care,  like  a  Roman 
Didlator,  ne  quid.  Detrimenti  capiat  Refpublica ,  and  this  Power  is  not  fpecificall^ 
annexed  to  the  Monarchy  by  any  exprefs  Law ;  it  neceflarily  refults  from 
the  End  and  Nature  of  Government,  but  who  would  infer  from  this  that 
the  King,  in  every  Inftance,  or  upon  every  Occaflon,  can,  upon  the  Princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Conftitution,  exercife  this  fupreme  Power  ? 

#  The  Britijh  Minijlers  have,  in  the  moft  effe&ual  Terms,  at  different  Pe¬ 
riods,  from  the  Reign  of  Charles  II,  to  that  of  the  prefen t  King,  recognized 
this  Diftinclion  in  their  Requifitions,  tranfmitted  to  the  Colonies  to  raffe  and 
levy  Men  and  Money,  by  A£ts  of  Aflembly  ;  and  recently,  in  the  Courfe  of 
the  laft  War,  they  were  fo  far  from  thinking  that  it  was  proper  for  the  Bri¬ 
tijh  Houfe  cf  Commons  to  Give  and  Grant  the  Property  of  the  Colonies  to  fupport 
the  military  Operations  in  America,  upon  which  not  only  the  immediate  Pro¬ 
tection  of  that  Part  of  the  Britijh  Dominions ,  but  the  moft  important  Interefts, 
perhaps  the  ultimate  Prefervation  of  Great  Britain  from  Deftrudion,  eflenti- 
ally  depended  ;  I  fay,  on  this  great  Occafton  of  the  moft  important,  and  na¬ 
tional  Concernment,  the  Britif?  Minijlers  were  fo  far  from  calling  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  in  their  peculiar  Department,  to  Give  and  Grant  Property, 
belonging  neither  to  Themfelves,  nor  their  Conftituents,  that  They  dire&ly 
applied  to  the  Colonies  to  tax  Themfelves,  in  Virtue  of  the  Authority  and  Pri¬ 
vilege 
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vilege  conferred  by  their  Charters,  and  promifed  to  recommend  it  to  the  Bri¬ 
tijh  Parliament  to  reimburfe  the  Expence  They  (hould  incur  in  providing  for 
the  general  Service. — They  made  good  their  Promife  ;  and,  if  all  the  Money 
raifed  in  the  Colonies,  by  A&s  of  Aflembly,  in  purfuance  of  the  Requifi- 
tions  of  the  Britijo  Minillers,  hath  not  been  repaid  by  Parliament,  a  very 
confiderable  Part  of  it  hath. 


Could  They,  who  made  the  Requifitions  I  have  mentioned,  or  the  Aflem- 
blies  that  complied  with  them,  intend,  or  imagine  the  Faith  of  the  Englijb 
Government  was  to  be  preferved  by  a  Retribution,  at  one  Time,  of  the  Mo¬ 
ney  difburfed  at  the  Inftance,  and  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Britijh  Minijlry , 
enforced  and  fupported  by  Royal  Ajjurances ,  and  by  taking  it  back  again  at 
another  Time  ?  Is  this  Method  of  keeping  the  Faith  of  Government  to  be 
ranked  among  the  cc  Improvements  which  have  been  made  beyond  the  Idea 
<c  of  former  Adminiftrations,  conducted  by  Minifters  ignorant  of  the  Im- 
“  portance  of  the  Colonies,  or  who  impotently  neglected  their  Concerns, 
c<  or  were  diverted  by  mean  Purfuits,  from  attending  to  Them  ?”  Is  it 
ablolutely  certain,  that  there  never  can,  at  any  future  Period,  arife  a  Crifis, 
in  which  the  Exertion  of  the  Colonies  may  be  necefiary,  or,  if  there  fhould, 

that  it  will  bring  with  it  an  Oblivion  of  all  former  Indirection  ? - But 

this  is  a  Subject  fitter  for  filent  Meditation,  than  public  Difcullion. 


There  was  a  Time  when  Meafures  of  Prevention  might  have  been  taken 


by  the  Colonies. - There  may  be  a  Time  when  Redrefs  may  be  obtained — • 


Till  then,  Prudence,  as  well  as  Duty,  requires  Submiffion; 


It  is  prefumed  that  it  was  a  notable  Service  done  by  New -England. ,  when  the 
Militia  of  that  Colony  reduced  Cape-Breton ,  fince  it  enabled  the  Britijh  Mi- 
nijlers  to  make  a  Peace  lefs  disadvantageous  and  inglorious  than  They  other- 
wife  muff  have  been  conftrained  to  fubmit  to,  in  the  humble  State  to  which 
they  were  then  reduc’d. — That  the  general  Exertion  of  the  Colonies  in  North- 
America,  during  the  laft  War,  not  only  facilitated,  but  was  indifpenfably 
requifite  to  the  Succefs  of  thofe  Operations  by  which  fo  many  glorious  Con- 
quefts  were  atchieved,  and  that  thofe  Conquefts  have  put  it  in  the  Power  of 
the  prefent  illuftrious  Minifters  to  make  a  Peace  upon  Terms  of  fo  much 
Glory  and  Advantage,  as  to  afford  an  mexhauftible  Subject  during  their  Ad- 
miniftration,  and  the  Triumph  of  Toryifm,  at  leaft,  for  their  ingenious 
Panegyrifts  to  celebrate. 


An  Arnerican ,  without  juftly  incurring  the  Imputation  of  Ingratitude, 
may  doubt,  whether  fome  other  Motive,  befides  pure  Generofity,  did  not 
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prompt  the  Britijh  Nation  to  engage  in  the  Defence  of  the  Colonies  —He 
may  be  induced  to  think  that  the  Meafures  taken  for  the  Protection  of  the 

fo  theann/’  Werte/’0t  ?iy^0nTart  W‘th  the  Interefts’  bllt  even  ne'ceffary 
to  the  Defence  of  Great-Britmn  herfelf,  becaule  he  may  have  Reafon  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  Great-Bntmn  could  not  long  fubfift  as  an  independent  Kingdom  af- 
tei  the  Lofs  of  her  Colonies.— He  may,  without  Arrogance,  be  inclined  to 
claim  fome  Merit  from  the  Exertion  of  the  Colonies,  iince  it  enabled  Great- 
o! ‘tain  ultimately  to  defend  herfelf  ;  I  mean  that  Kind  of  Merit  which  arifes 
from  Benefits  done  to  others,  by  the  Operation  of  Meafures  taken  for  our 
own  Sakes— a  Merit  rnoft  illuftrioufly  difplay’d  in  the  Generofity  of  Great- 

nrttain,  when,  with  their  Co-operation,  fhe  protefted  the  Colonies  to  nre- 
ierve  herfelf.  1 


When  an  Houfe  is  in  \  lames,  and  the  next  Neighbour  is  extremely  adfive 
and  exerts  his  Endeavours  to  extinguifh  the  Fire,  which,  if  not  conquered’ 
would  catch,  and  confume  his  own  Dwelling,  I  don’t  fay,  that  if  the 
Owner  of  the  Houfe  which  had  been  in  Flames,  fhould,  after  the  Fire  f'ub- 
dued,  complaifantly  thank  his  Neighbour  generally  for  his  Services,  he  would 
be  abfurdly  ceremonious  ;  but,  if  the  Affiffant  fliould  afterwards  boaft  of  his 
great  Generofity,  and  claim  a  Right  to  the  Furniture  of  the  Houfe  which  he 
had  alMed  in  Saving,  upon  the  Merit  of  his  Zeal  and  Activity,  he  would 
deferve  to  be  put  in  Mind  of  the  Motive  of  his  Service. 

%  i 


If  the  Advantages  gained  by  the  late  ?noft  glorious  and  fuccefsful  War  have 
been  fecured  by  an  adequate  Peace — If  the  Succeffes  that  attended  the  mili¬ 
tary  Operations  of  the  Britijh  Arms,  were  the  Effedt  of  the  conjunct  Efforts 
of  the  Britijh  Nation  and  her  Colonies ,  roufed  by  the  Spirit,  excited  by  the 
Virtue,  animated  by  the  Vigour,  and  conduced  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  ableft 
Minifter  that  ever  ferved  his  Country,  has  there  been  no  Compenfation  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  Charges  of  the  War  ?  Are  the  Colonies  entitled  to  no  Credit 
for  it  ? 


When  the  Defign  is  to  opprefs  the  Colonies  with  Taxes,  or  calumniate 
the  late  patriotic  Minifter,  the  Expenccs  of  the  JVar ,  and  the  Enormity  of  the 
national  Debtave  proclaimed  :  When  the  prefent  all-accomplifh’d  Adminiftra- 
tion  is  to  be  celebrated,  then  is  the  immenfe  Value  of  the  new  Acquifitions 
difplay’d  in  the  brighteft  Colours,  “  Acquifitions  valt  in  Extent,  richly  pro- 
“  dudtive  of  the  valuable  Commodities  belonging  to  their  feveral  Climates. 
46  The  Poffeflion  of  thofe  in  North- Atnerica,  enfures  the  Safety  of  the  other 
Colonies  there,  infomuch  that  our  only  dangerous  Neighbours,  the  French , 
“  do  not  think  the  Pittance  left  worth  retaining,  having,  by  the  Ceffion  of 
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cc  Loulfiana  to  the  Spaniards ,  avowedly  given  up  for  ever  thofe  great  ObjeCts, 
“  for  which  alone  They  began  the  W ar. — The  ceded  Iflands  are  almoft  of 
<c  equal  Advantage,  for  protecting  our  own,  and  annoying  the  Settlements 
“  of  the  French  and  Spaniards ,  if  They  Ihould  be  a*gain  our  Enemies. — Part 
<c  of  Nova  Scotia ,  fince  the  Removal  of  the  neutral  French ,  hath  been  alrea- 
<c  dy  fettled  by  10,000  Inhabitants,  within  the  Compafs  of  Six  or  Seven 
Years,  a  Province  lately  confidered  as  no  more  than  a  proper  Situation  for 
<c  a  Fortrefs,  whofe  Garrifon  it  could  not  fubfift  :  Even  Cape-Breton ,  that 
<c  barren  Appendage  to  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia ,  is  known  now  to  con- 
<c  tain  Treafures  fo  worthy  of  Attention,  as  to  be  referved  to  the  Crown. 
<c  The  Mines  there  are  not  Veins  ;  they  are  Mountains  of  Coal  ;  vafl 
cc  Clifts  of  nothing  elfe,  Hand  open,  and  acceflible ;  no  Boring  neceflary  to 
find  it ;  no  Pit  neceflary  to  come  at  it ;  no  Fire-Engines  requifite  for  car- 
rying  on  the  Works.  This  Ifland,  and  all  the  neighbouring  Shores  in 
cc  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence ,  have  another  Fund  of  Wealth  in  their  Fifh- 
“  eries.  Canada  is  already  a  very  fiourifhing  Colony,  inhabited  by  90,000 
“  People,  and  their  Demand  on  Great-Britain  for  a  Supply  of  Manufac- 
“  tures,  mult  be  immediately  confiderable.  The  Peltry  will  be  another 
<c  great  Branch  of  Commerce.  JVeJl-Florida  is  furprizingly  fertile,  and 
“  luxuriantly  productive  in  its  natural  State,  of  every  Thing,  and  not  only 
<c  promifing,  but  actually  producing  Wines  and  Silk,  and  Indigo,  &c.  &cF 

Is  no  Part  of  this  Defcription  the  Ebullition  of  an  exuberant  Fancy,  and 
Pi  all  we  not  cafi:  one  Glance  of  RetrolpeCtion  towards  the  Man,  who,  when 
his  Country  was  defpifed,  and  infulted,  and  funk  into  the  moll  abject  Con¬ 
dition  of  Defpondence,  by  infpiring  her  Sons  with  that  invincible  Vigour 
of  Patriotifm,  with  which  himfelf  was  animated,  not  only  difpelled  her 
Fears  fecured  her  Safety,  and  retrieved  her  Honour,  but  Humbled  her  Ene¬ 
mies/and  tore  from  them  the  Refources  of  their  Strength,  and  the  Supports 
of  their  Infolence  ? 

Are  the  Acquifitions  of  the  War  retained  by  the  Peace,  fo  ineftimably 
valuable,  and  ought  not  the  Colonies  to  have  fome  Confideration  thatjwere 
inllrumental  in  the  Succefles  whence  thofe  Acquifitions  flowed,  and  ftrained 
every  Nerve  in  the  general  Service,  to  that  Degree  of  Exertion,  that  with¬ 
out  it,  all  the  Power  of  Great-Britain ,  all  the  amazing  Abilities  of  her  Mi- 
nifler,5  and  all  the  Difcipline,  and  unparallelPd  Bravery  of  her  national 
Troops  and  Seamen,  could  not  have  availed  beyond  meer  Defence,  if  hap¬ 
pily  fo  far  ?  If  the  War  was  expeniive  beyond  all  former  Example,  fo  were 
the7  Succefles  of  it  beneficial.  If  the  Expences  attending  the  military  Ope¬ 
rations  m  America ,  are  juftly  to  be  charged  to  the  foie  Defence  ot  the  Colo- 
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extend", nt  h°  ?n '  °-f  *  to  *e nSecuritI  of  Great-Britain ,  or  to  the  Views  of 

been  a  rhi^  ^°T‘°nS  7  9°^“'^  if  a11  the  Success  of  the  War  have 
been  archied  by  the  national  Arms  of  Great-Britain  alone,  without  any 

tainft  T  r  n  °pe‘'a  L0n  °f  the  ,Plantations>  fti'l  ought  not  the  Claim 
‘#a  1  tl!e  Colonies  in  Equity,  to  be  mitigated  upon  Reflection  of  the  Ad- 

antages  derived  from  1  hem,  and  of  their  Contribution  to  the  national  Re- 

V/A  NT  ?•  °ng  CourPe  of  Years,'  during  which,  their  Protection  put  the 
Bnujh  Nation  to  very  little,  if  any  particular  Expence  ?  ' 

r f,  moreover,  Great-Britain  hath  an  equitable  Claim  to  the  Contribution 
ot]  the  Colonies  it  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  their  Circumftances,  and 
I  hey  might,  furely,  be  indulged  with  difeharging  it  in  the  moll  eafy, 
nd  latisfadlory  Manner  to  1  hemfelves.  If  Ways  and  Means  convenient, 
and  conciliating  would  produce  their  Contribution,  as  well  as  oppreffive 
and  difgufttng  Exadlions,  it  is  neither  confiflent  with  Humanity  or  Policy, 
to  purfue  the  latter — A  Power  may  even  exift  without  an  adtual  Exerciie  of 
it,  and  it  indicates  as  little  good  Senfe  as  good  Nature  to  exercife  it,  only 
that  the  Subjects  of  it  may  feel  the  Rod  that  Rules  Them.  Moderation 
may  be  obferved,  and  Equity  maintained,  at  the  fame  Time  that  Superiority 
is  aliened,  and  Authority  vindicated,  whatever  the  Apprehenfions  of  Pufil- 
lammity,  or  the  InfoJence  of  Ufurpation  may  fuggeft. 

What  is  tne  annual  Sum  expelled  from  the  Colonies — what  Proportion 
from  each  how  far  do  their  Abilities  extend  ?  Thefe  Matters  have  been 
without  doubt,  precifely  afeertained,  or  eafily  may  be,  at  a  Time  cc  when 
the  real,  the  fubftantial,  the  commercial  Interefts  of  Great-Britain ,  are 
“  preferred  to  every  other  Confideration,  and  it  is  fo  well  known,  that  the 
Trade  whence  its  greateft  Wealth  is  derived,  and  upon  which  it’s  mari¬ 
time  Power  is  principally  founded,  depends  upon  a  wife  and  proper  Ufe 
“of  the  Colonies,”  which  implies,  at  leaft,  fuch  an  Undemanding  of  their 
Circumfrances,  as  mufl  render  it  extremely  eafy,  to  form  a  reafonable 
Ultimate  of  their  comparative  Wealth,  and  the  Extent  of  their  Abilities. 
The  proportion  of  each  Colony,  being  fo  eafily  afcertainable  at  this  Period 
of  uncommon  Knowledge  of  their  Affairs,  why  has  the  Courfe  obferved  by 
former  Minifters,  when  Supplies  have  been  expedted  from  America ,  been  neg- 
Jedted  by  the  prefent  ?  Why  was  there  not  the  ufual  Requilition  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Provincial  Affemblies,  inftead  of  exadfing  an  uncertain  and 
unequal  Sum  from  each  Colony,  by  a  Law  abruptly  paffed,  without  anv 
previous  Default  of  thofe  who  are  affedted  by  it  ? — I  fhall  not  call  it  a  Law 
repugnant  to  their  Genius,  cancelling  their  Charters,  infringing  the  moft 
valuable  Rights  and  Privileges  of  Britijh  Subjedts,  derogatory  from  the  Faith 

and 
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and  Honour  of  Government,  unjuft  and  cruel  in  it's  Principles,  rigorous 
and  oppreffive  in  the  Means  provided  for  it’s  Execution,  and  as  pernicious 
in  it’s  Confequences  to  the  Mother  Country,  as  injurious  to  the  Colonies 
in  it’s  immediate  Operation,  but  I  may  call  it  a  rigorous  and  fevere  Law. 
It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  a  Palliation  of  this  ufelefs  Severity,  (ufelefs  I  mean 
to  the  Purpofe  of  railing  a  Revenue)  by  fallacioufly  pretending  that,  as  all 
the  Colonies  were  to  be  taxed,  and  the  Authority  of  each  is  limited,  the 
Interpofition  of  the  Parliament  became  neceflary,  fince  Nothing  can  be  lefs 
difputable,  than  that  each  Colony  hath  a  competent  Authority  to  raife  it’s 
Proportion,  and  confequentlv  nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  all  the 
Colonies  might  raife  the  whole.  *  The  AfTertion  that  the  Colonies  would 
have  paid  no  Regard  to  any  Requifitions,  is  rafh  and  unauthoriz’d,  and  had 
the  Event  adtuaily  happened,  the  Trouble  and  Lofs  of  Time  to  the  Mini- 
Iters  in  making  the  Experiment,  would  not  have  been  confiderable  or  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  Nation,  and  after  it’s  Failure,  an  Act  of  Parliament  might 
ftill  have  been  made  to  compel  the  Contribution,  if  the  Power  which  hath 
been  exercifed  is  defenfible  upon  the  Principles  of  the  Britijh  Conjiitution . 

A  Meafure  fo  extreme,  could  hardly  be  at  once  purfued,  becaufe  the  Mf- 
nifters  did  not  know  what  to  demand,  who  have  made  fo  many  Regulations 
in  regard  to  the  Colonies,  44  founded  upon  Knowledge,  formed  with  Judg- 
44  ment,  and  executed  with  Vigour.”  Had  the  Requifitions  been  commu¬ 
nicated,  I  make  no  Doubt  but  They  would  have  been  entertained  with  Re- 
fpedt,  and  produdlive  of  all  the  Effedts  that  could  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
pedfed  from  Them.  A  petty  American  AfTembly  would  not,  in  Anfwer  to 


*  It  is  afferted  in  the  Pamphlet  entitled,  The  Claim  of  the  Colonies  y  life.  thawT/tf- 
ryland  availing  herfelf  of  the  Frotedtion  of  Virgisiia  and  P  ennfylajania ,  contributed 
Nothing  to  the  common  Defence.  This  Writer  from  a  View  of  fome  Map  of 
North- America  imagined,  it  fhould  feem,  that  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania  were  fet¬ 
tled  fo  as  to  encompafs  Maryland ,  but  the  Truth  is,  that  the  Frontiers  of  Maryland 
were  as  much  expofed,  as  thofe  of  the  next  Colonies,  and  the  Fadt  is  moreover  Falfe, 
for  I  have  been  well  informed  that  Maryland  contributed  near  50,000/.  and  incurred 
befides  a  confiderable  Expence,  which  is  now  a  Debt  upon  the  Public  Journal  of  that 
Colony,  by  putting  her  Militia  into  adtual  Service,  and  that  an  unhappy  Difpute, 
attended  with  a  very  heavy  Provincial  Charge  on  fome  Topick  of  Privilege,  was  the 
real  Caufe,  why  the  Grants  of  Maryland  were  not  more  liberal.  After  all,  there  have 
been  Inftances,  I  fpeak  not  of  more  modern  Times,  in  which  the  Pariimony  of  the 
Parliament  hath  been  complained  of,  and  the  Notion  of  Privilege  carried  to  a  great 
Length  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  thefe  have  not  been  thought  folid  Reafons 
for  Gripping  their  ConiUtuents  of  their  Rights. 

fuch 
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inch  Requisitions,  have  impertinently  recommended  the  Reduction  of  exor¬ 
bitant  Salaries,  the  Abatement  of  extravagant,  and  the  Abolition  of  illegal 
rerquifites,  the  Extin&ion  of  ufelefs  Places,  or  the  difbanding  of  undefer- 
ving,  or  ill  deferving  Penfioners,  as  a  more  proper  and  beneficial  Method  of 
relieving  the  public  Burthens,  than  a  new  and  heavy  Impofition  upon  ufe- 
ful  and  induftrious  Subjects. 

y  9 

Have  great  Things  been  promifed  for  the  Eafe  of  the  People  of  Eng- 
layyl,  and  hath  a  Meafure  been  fallen  upon,  that,  by  putting  the  Accom- 
plifhment  of  them  at  a  Diftance,  and  keeping  Expectation  alive,  it  may 
contribute  to  the  Prolongation  of  a  Power,  which,  in  the  Interim,  will 
End  fufficient  Opportunities  to  gratify  the  Views  of  Miniffierial  Avarice  or 
Ambition  ? 

If  a  Sum  had  been  liquidated,  and  a  pre.cife  Demand  made,  it  might,  per¬ 
haps,  have  been  fhewn,  if  proportioned  to  the  Circumftances  of  the  Colonies, 
to  be  of  no  real  Confequence  to  the  Nation  ;  and,  if  above  their  Circum- 
flances,  that  it  would,  with  the  Oppreffion  of  the  Plantations,  prove  rui¬ 
nous  to  the  Britijh  Manufactures  ;  but,  whilft  Matters  are  thus  vague,  and 
Indeterminate,  any  Attempt  to  fhew  that  the  Stamp  Duties  will  be  inadequate 
to  the  promifed  Relief,  d  iff  refs  the  Colonies,  and  confequently  beggar  the 
Britijh  Manufacturers,  may  be  obviated  by  faying,  that  the  ACt  is  in  theNa- 
ture  of  an  Experiment ;  if  inadequate,  other  Methods  may  be  fuperadded  ; 
“  if  inconvenient,  it  may  be  repealed,  as  foon  as  difcovered  and  Hints 
may  be  thrown  out  at  the  fame  Time,  to  cherifh  the  Hopes  of  the  Nation, 
that  there  are  the  bed  Grounds  to  expect  ’*  the  Meafure  will  be  productive 
of  all  that  can  be  defired  or  wifhed. 

\ 

The  frugal  Republicans  of  North -America,  (if  the  Britijh  Inhabitants  there 
are  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  a  Nick-Na?ne ,  becaufe  it  implies  that  They  are  E- 
nemies  to  the  Government  of  England ,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  regarded 
with  a  jealous  Eye)  may  be  allowed,  without  derogating  from  the  vaft  and 

^  It  is  afferted  by  the  Author  ot  The  Claim  of  the  Colonies ,  that  the  Mer¬ 
chants  trading  to  the  feveral  Colonies  gave  in  an  Eftimate  of  the  Debt  due  to  Them 
from  the  Colonies,  amounting  to  4,000,000/.  It  would  have  been  a  real  public 
Service  if  he  had  pointed  out  how  this  Debt  is  to  be  paid  under  the  Oppreffion  of 
new  and  heavy  Jmpofitions,  or  what  will  be  the  proper  Remedy  if  there  fhould  be  a 
Stoppage  in  the  Payment  of  4,000,000/.  a  Stagnation  o!  Commerce,  and  Want  of 
Employment  to  the  Britifi  Manufacturers. 

prodigious 
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prodigious  Knowledge  of  a  Minifter,  to  be  acquainted  with  their  own  in¬ 
ternal  Circumftances  better  than  a  Stranger,  who  muft  depend  upon  Infor¬ 
mation  \  and  that  too,  moft  frequently,  of  Men  not  the  moft  eminent  for 
their  Candour,  diftinguifhed  by  their  Sagacity,  or  refpedlable  for  their  Inte¬ 
grity.  Had  Requihtions  been  made,  and  the  Sum  demanded  been  equitable, 
and  proportioned  to  their  Circumftances,  They  could  have  fallen  upon 
Ways  and  Means  lefs  oppreftive  than  the  Stamp  Duties.  They  have  fre¬ 
quently  taxed  Temfelv'es  :  They  have  tried  various  Methods  of  Taxation : 
They  know,  by  Experience,  the  eafteft  and  leaft  expenfive. — The  Mean¬ 
ing,  or  Conftrudtion  of  their  Levy-Adfs  is  fettled  :  They  can  be  carried  in¬ 
to  Execution,  not  only  at  a  final!  Expence,  without  exhaufting  a  confider- 
able  Part  of  their  Produce  by  the  Multiplication  of  Officers,  and  their  Sup¬ 
port  ;  but  without  heavy  Pain's  and  grievous  Penalties,  without  Oppreffion 
of  the  innocent,  giving  Countenance  to  Vexation,  and  Encouragement  to 
profligate  Informers,  without  the  Eftablifhment  of  arbitrary  and  dijlant 

Courts  of  *  Admiralty. 

*  -  /$  •  .  . 

The  national  Debt  is  heavy,  and  it  is  a  popular  Scheme  to  draw  from  the 
Colonies  a  Contribution  towards  the  Relief  of  the  Mother-Country. — The 
Manner  of  effecting  it  is  not  carefully  attended  to,  or  nicely  regarded  by  thofe. 
who  expedt  to  receive  the  Benefit. — The  End  is  fo  ardently  defired,  that,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Means  might  not  be  more  moderate,  is  not  fcrupuloufly  examined 
by  Men,  who  think  Themfelves  in  no  Danger  of  Injury  or  Oppreffion  from 
their  Severity.  It  is  affirmed  to  thofe  who  cannot  detedl  the  Fallacy  of  the 
Affertion,  that  Millions  have  been  expended  folely  in  the  Defence  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  They  believe  it,  and  thence  arc  eafily  perfuaded  that  the  Claim  of  a 
Contribution  from  the  Colonies  is  juft  and  equitable,  and  that  any  Meafure 
neceflary  to  fecure  it,  is  right  and  laudable. — It  is  reprefented,  that  unlefs 
the  Colonies  are  ftripped  of  the  Trial  by  Jury,  and  Courts  of  Admiralty  are 
eftabliflied,  in  which  Judges  from  England. ,  Strangers,  without  Connexion 
or  Intereft  in  America ,  removeable  at  Pleafure,  and  fupported  by  liberal  Sa¬ 
laries,  are  to  prefide  ;  unlefs  Informers  are  encouraged  and  favoured,  and  the 
accufed  moft  rigorouflv  dealt  by,  that  the  Tax  will  be  eluded — and  thefe  Se¬ 
verities  are  excus’d  on  Account  of  their  fuppofed  Neceffity.  The  Colonies 
are  deferibed  to  be  a  numerous,  flourifhing,  and  opulent  People  : — It  is  al- 
ledged  that  They  contribute  to  the  national  Expence,  by  Taxes  there  only 
the  pitiful  Sum  of  1900/.  per  Year,  for  the  Colle&ion  of  which,  an  Efta- 

*  It  was  formerly  held  to  be  a  grievous  Oppreffion,  that,  inftead  of  having  Juftice 
at  Home,  the  Englifh  Subjed  was  drawn  to  Rome  by  Appeals,  but  an  Americans 
to  be  drawn  from  Home,  in  the  first  Instance,  as  well  as  by  Appeals. 
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blifhment  of  Officers,  attended  with  the  Expence  of  7600/.  per  Annum >  is 
neceffary. — Upon  thefe  Premiffes,  the  Uneafinefs  of  the  Colonies,  at  being 
forced  to  bring  more  into  the  common  Stock,  appears  to  be  unreafonable,  if 
not  rebellious  ;  and  They  feem  rather  to  deferve  Reprehenfion  and  Correc¬ 
tion,  than  Favour  and  Indulgence. 

The  Succeffes  of  the  War  were  obtained  as  well  by  the  vigorous  Efforts 
of  th e  Colonies,  as  by  the  Exertion  of  Great-Britain — The  Faith  of  Great- 
Britain  hath  been  engaged  in  the  mold  folemn  Manner,  to  re-pay  the  Colonies 
the  Monies  levied  by  internal  Taxations  for  the  Support  of  the  War.- — Is  it 
confident  with  that  Faith  to  tax  Them  towards  finking  the  Debt  in  Part  in¬ 
curred  by  that  Re-payment  ?  The  immenfe  Acceffion  of  Territory,  and  Va¬ 
lue  of  the  Acquifitions  obtained  by  the  Peace,  is  the  Confequence  of  the 
Succeffes  of  the  War — The  Charge  of  the  War  is  lefiened  by  the  Advanta¬ 
ges  refuhing  from  the  Peace — The  Colonies,  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Time, 
have  largely  contributed  to  the  public  Revenue,  and  put  Great-Britain  to  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  Expence  for  their  Protedlion. — If  it  were  equitable  to  draw  from 
Them  a  further  Contribution,  it  does  not  therefore  iollow,  that  it  is  proper 
to  force  it  from  Them,  by  the  harfh  and  rigorous  Methods  eidablifhed  by  the 
Stamp -Add ;  an  Add  unequal  and  difproportioned  to  their  Circumfdances  whom 
it  affedts  ;  exempting  Opulence,  crufliing  Indigence  ;  and  tearing  from  a 
numerous,  loyal,  and  ufeful  People,  the  Privileges  They  had,  in  their  Opi¬ 
nion,  earned  and  merited,  and  juftly  held  mold  dear.  If  They  are  really  in 
Debt,  the  Payment  of  it  hath  not  been  refufed,  it  hath  not  been  demand¬ 
ed. — If  one  Subjedd,  grown  giddy  with  hidden  Elevation,  Should,  at  any 
future  Period,  rafhly  declare,  that  the  Colonies  fhould  be  taxed,  at  all 
Events,  in  the  mold  rigorous  Manner  ;  and  that  Millions  of  indufdrious  and 
ufeful  Subjedis  fhould  be  grievoufly  oppreffed,  rather  than  himfelf  depart 
from  his  Charadder  of  Pertinacity  and  Wilfulnefs,  check  the  Impulfe  of  a 
tyrannical  Difpofition,  or  foregoe  the  Gratification  of  his  Vanity,  in  a  wan¬ 
ton  Difplay  of  Power,  Submiffion  would  be  an  admirable  Virtue  indeed,  if 
not  the  Effedd  of  Impotence. 

That  the  Contribution  arifing  from  the  Stamp-Duties  is  difproportioned  to 
their  Circumftances  from  whom  it  is  exadded,  is  manifeff ;  for  They  will 
produce  in  each  Colony,  a  greater,  or  lefs  Sum,  not  in  Proportion  to  its 
Wealth,  but  to  the  Multiplicity  of  Juridical  Forms,  the  Quantity  of  vacant 
Land,  the  Frequency  of  transferring  landed  Property,  the  Extent  of  Paper 
Negotiations,  the  Scarcity  of  Money,  and  the  Number  of  Debtors.  A  lar¬ 
ger  Sum  will  be  exadded  from  a  Tobacco-Colony  than  from  Jamaica  ;  and 
it  will  not  only  be  higher  in  one  of  the  pooreft  Colonies,  and  the  leafl  able 

to 
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to  bear  it,  than  in  the  richeft  ;  but  the  principal  Part  of  the  Revenue  will 
be  drawn  from  the  pooreft  Individuals  in  the  pooreft  Colonies,  from  Mort¬ 
gagors,  Obligors,  and  Defendants.  If  this  be  true,  does  the  Adi  deferve 
the  Encomium  of  being  a  Mode  of  "Taxation  the  eafieji ,  and  the  rnojl  equals  a 
Duty  upon  Property  fpread  lightly  over  a  great  Variety  of  Subjects ,  and  heavy  upon 
none  ? 

1 The  Commons  of  Great-Britain,  moreover,  in  their  Capacity  of  Reprefenta - 
five ,  not  only  Give  and  Grant  the  Property  of  the  Colonies  ;  but,  in  my  Con- 
ftrudlion  of  the  Stamp-Act,  (however  every  Reader  may  examine  and  judge 
for  himfelf,)  Give  and  Grant  alfo  to  certain  Officers  of  the  Crown,  a  Power 
to  tax  Them  higher  {till  ;  for  thefe  Officers  will  not*  I  prefume,  be  called 
virtual  Rep?'efe?itatives  too  ;  and  what  T  hey  {hall  think  fit  to  levy,  by  an  in¬ 
genious  Extent  of  the  Fidlion,  will  not  be  confidered  as  levied  with  the 
Confent  of  the  Colonies — T  he  Infiances,  I  believe,  are  rare ,  in  which  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  England  have  delegated  to  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  the  Power  of  taxing  their  Conftituents,  nor  hath  any  Diftindlion 
yet  been  advanced  to  prove,  that  in  their  Capacity  of  virtual  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Colonies,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  not  having  the  fame  Confidence 
repofed  in  Them,  ought  to  proceed  upon  peculiar  Rules.  There  was  a  Sta¬ 
tute  of  Henry  VIII,  by  which,  I  think,  the  King’s  Proclamations,  with  the 
Confent  of  the  Privy  Council,  were  to  operate  as  Laws ;  and  another  Statute 
of  Ric .  II,  that  the  Power  of  the  Two  Houfes  fhould  be  veiled  in  Twelve 
Lords  ;  but  thefe  Adis  bear  no  Refe?nblance  to  the  Stamp- Adi. 

The  Stamping  Infiruments  are  to  be  retained  in  England. — Vellum,  Parch¬ 
ment,  and  Paper,  are  to  be  fent  to  America ,  ready  ftamped.— The  fir  ft  Com - 
miffioner  of  the  Treafury,  or  the  Commiffioners,  or  any  Three  or  more  of 
Them,  are,  by  the  Adi,  impowered  to  fet  any  Price  upon  the  Vellum,  Parch¬ 
ment  and  Paper,  and  the  Payment  of  that  Price  is  fecured  and  enforced  by 
the  fame  Pains  and  Penalties  that  the  Stamp-Duties  are. 

If  the  Subfiitution  of  an  arbitrary  Civil  Law  Court,  in  the  Place  of  the 
legal  Judicatories,  and  that  deferved  Favourite,  the  Common-Law-Trial 
by  Jury,  would  not  juftify  the  Afiertion,  that  the  Stamp-AdI  hath  firipped 
the  Colonies  of  the  Guards  and  Securities  provided  by  the  Conftitution  a- 
gainft  Oppreffion  in  the  Execution  of  Laws,  I  would  much  lefs  prefume  to 
fay,  the  veiling  in  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury  a  Power  to  tax  the 
Colonies,  will  amply  juftify  the  Afiertion,  that  the  Stamp-AdI  hath  not  left 
Them  even  the  Shadow  of  a  Privilege. — It  is  indeed  fomething  difficult  to 
imagine  how  the  Order  of  Democracy,  which  is  as  much  a  Part  of  the  Con- 
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ftitution,  as  Monarchy  or  Ariftocracy,  can  exift  when  the  People  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  a  Share  in  the  executing,  and  a  Share  in  the  making  of  Laws  j 
but  that  is  not  the  prefent  Cafe  *  and,  though  I  may  not  be  able  to  anfwer 
a  IpeciouS  Objection,  formed  upon  general  Principles,  I  am  not  obliged  to 
adopt  it,  ’till  I  am  convinced  of  its  Solidity. 

i  .  .  . 

A  little  Examination  will  find  how  unfair  and  deceptive  the  Reprefenta- 
tion  is,  that  the  Colonies  in  North- America,  44  Two  Millions  of  Britijh 
“  Subje&s,  an  opulent,  thriving  and  commercial  People,  contribute  to  the 
cc  national  Expence,  no  more  than  7  or  800/.  per  Annum  by  Taxes  raifed 
“  there-”  for  tho’  it  fhould  be  acknowledged  (which  I  neither  admit  nor 
deny,  becaufe  I  don’t  know,  nor  have  an  Opportunity  of  coming  at  the 
Fa£t)  that  the  Impofitions  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  do  not 
raife  there ^  a  greater  Sum  than  hath  been  hated,  it  doth  not  follow  that, 
44  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  are  indulged  at  the  Expence  of  Great - 
44  Britain ,  and  that  the  neediefl  Britijh  Cottager,  who  out  of  his  fcanty 
44  Pittance  hardly  earned,  pays  the  high  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife  in 
44  the  Price  of  his  Confumptions,  has  Reafon  to  complain,”  if  immenfe 
Sums  are  raifed  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  elfewhere . 

By  fuch  Artifices  and  Sophihry,  is  Ignorance  milled,  Credulity  deceived, 
and  Prejudices  excited.  Thus  Oppreflion  gains  the  Credit  of  Equity,  Cru¬ 
elty  pafTes  for  Moderation,  and  Tyranny  for  Juftice,  and  the  Man  who  de¬ 
fences - Reproach,  is  celebrated  by  Adulation,  and  applauded  by  Delufion 

for  his  Wifdom  and  patriotic  Virtues. 

The  Truth  is,  that  a  vaft  Revenue  arifes  to  the  Britijh  Nation  from 
Taxes  paid  by  the  Colonies  in  Gre  at-Britain,  and  even  the  moji  ignorant 
Britifh  Cottager ,  not  impofed  upon  by  infamous  Mifreprefentation,  muft  per¬ 
ceive,  that  it  is  of  no  Confequence  to  his  Eafe  and  Relief,  whether  the 
Duties  raifed  upon  America  are  paid  there^  and  thence  afterwards  remitted  to 
Great-Britainy  or  paid  at  JirJi  upon  the  produce  of  the  Colonies  in  Great - 
Britain . 

In  the  Article  of  Tobacco,  for  Inftance,  the  Planter  pays  a  Tax  upon 
that  Produce  of  his  Land  and  Labour  confumed  in  Great-Britain, >  more  than 
Six  Times  the  clear  Sum  received  by  Him  for  it,  befides  the  Expences  of 
Freight,  Commiffion  and  other  Charges,  and  double  Freight,  Commiffion 
and  Charges  upon  the  Tobacco  re-exported,  by  which  the  Britijh  Merchants, 
Mariners  and  other  Britijh  Subje&s,  are  fupported — a  Tax,  at  leaft,  equal 

to  what  is  paid  by  any  Farmer  of  Gr^at^  Britain^  poffeifed  of  the  fame  De¬ 
gree 
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grce  of  Property;  and  moreover  the  Planter  muft  contribute  to  the  Support 
of  the  expenfive  internal  Government  of  the  Colony,  in  which  He  *  reticles* 

Is  it  obje&ed,  that  the  Duties  charged  upon  Tobacco,  fall  ultimately 
upon  the  Confumers  of  this  Commodity  in  the  confequential  Price  fet  upon 
it?  Be  it  fo,  and  let  the  Principle  be  eftablifhed  that  all  Taxes  upon  a 
Commodity,  are  paid  by  the  Confumers  of  it,  and  the  Confequence  of  this 
Principle  be  fairly  drawn,  and  equally  applied. 

The  Britifi  Confumers  therefore,  ultimately  pay  the  high  Duties  laid  upon 
Tobacco,  in  Proportion  to  the  Quantity  of  that  Commodity  which  They 
confume — The  Colonies  therefore,  in  Proportion  to  their  Confumption  ot 
Britijb  Manufactures,  pay  alfo  the  high  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife, 
with  which  the  Manufacturers  are  charged  in  the  confequential  Price  fet  up¬ 
on  their  Confumptions — In  their  Pafiage  moreover,  from  the  Britijh  Manu¬ 
facturers  to  the  American  Importers,  the  Commodities  go  thro’  a  great  many 
Hands,  by  which  their  Colts  are  enhanced  ;  the  FaCtors,  the  Carriers,  the 
Shop-keepers,  the  Merchants,  the  Brokers,  the  Porters,  the  Watermen, 
the  Mariners,  and  Others,  have  their  refpeCtive  Profits,  from  which  They 
derive  their  Subfiftance,  and  the  Support  of  their  Families,  and  are  enabled 
to  pay  the  high  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife,  in  the  Price  of  their 
*  Confumptions. 

The  Policy  of  the  late  Regulations  of  the  Colonies  is  of  the  fame  Cha- 
raCIer  with  their  Juftice,  and  Lenity.  The  Produce  of  their  Lands,  the 
Earnings  of  their  Induftry,  and  the  Gains  of  their  Commerce  Center  in 
Great-Britain ,  fupport  the  Artificers,  the  Manufa&ories,  and  Navigation  of 
the  Nation,  and  with  Them  the  Britift)  Land-holders  too. 

1  ;  '  4  "  ‘  ‘  .  *  *  •  .  n  .  .  '  •  -  C*  *  y  *-  \  4  ;  * 

Great-Britain  had  ALL  before,  and  therefore  can  have  no  more  from  the 
Colonies  ;  but  the  Minifter,  in  the  purfuit  of  a  “  well-digefted,  confiftent, 
“  wife  and  falutary  Plan  of  Colonization  and  Government,  a  Plan  founded 
“  upon  the  Principles  of  Policy,  Commerce  and  Finance,”  chufes  to  de- 
molifh  at  one  Blow,  all  their  Privileges  as  they  have  underftood  Them, 
that  he  may  raife  in  America^  a  Part  of  what  was  before  paid  in  Great-Britain . 
But  if  the  Execution  of  it,  inftead  of  improving  the  Advantages  already 
poffefled,  confirming  the  Bleffings  already  enjoyed,  and  promoting  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Welfare,  thoukT  happen  to  diftrefs  the  Trade,  reduce  the  Navigation, 
impoverilh  the  Manufacturers,  and  diminilh  the  Value  of  the  Lands  in 
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Great  and  juft  Encomiums  have  been  bellow’d  upon  the  Conftitution  of 
England ,  and  their  Reprefentative  is  defervedly  the  Favourite  oFthe  Inhabi¬ 
tants  in  Britain .  But  it  is  not  becaufe  the  fupreme  Council  is  called  Parlia¬ 
ment ,  that  They  boaft  oPtheir  Conftitution  of  Government,;  for  there  is 
no  particular  magical  Influence  from  the  Combination  of  the  Letters  which 
form  the  Word  ;  it  is  becaufe  They  have  a  Share  in  that  Council,  that 
They  appoint  the  Members  who  conftitute  one  Branch  of  it,  whofe  Duty 
and  Intereft  it  is  to  confult  their  Benefit,  and  to  aflert  their  Rights,  and 
who  are  veiled  with  an  Authority,  to  prevent  any  Meafures  taking,  EfFeCl 
dangerous  to  their  Liberties,  or  injurious  to  their  Properties. 

■  ‘  .  „  .  - 

But  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Colonies  have  no  Share  in  this  great  Council. 

None  of  the  Members  of  it  are,  or  can  be  of  their  Appointment,  or  in  any 
RefpeCl  dependant  upon  Them.  There  is  no  immediate  Connection,  on 
the  Contrary,  there  may  be  an  Oppofition  of  Intereft ;  how  puerile  then  is 
the  Declamation,  <c  what  will  become  of  the  Colonies  Birthright,  and  the 
<c  glorious  Securities  which  their  Forefathers  handed  down  to  Them,  if  the 
cc  Authority  of  the  Britifl)  Parliament  to  impofe  Taxes  upon  Them  fhould  be 
u  given  up?  To  deny  the  Authority  of  the  Britijh  Legiflature,  is  to  fur- 

“  render 
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Great '  Britain  ;  fhould  it  drive  the  Britijh  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers  to 
merica^  y  depriving  Them  ot  their  belt  Cuftomers  at  Home,  and  force 
e  .  o  omes  upon  Manufactures,  they  are  dilabled  from  purchaiing,  other 
°*  Eulogy  muft  be  dilcovered  by  his  ingenious  Encomiafts,  than  his 
VViidom  or  his  political  Achievements.  Upon  fuch  an  Event,  an  American 
Will  have  very  little  Reafon  to  exclaim 

O  !  ?ne  infelieem ,  qui  nunc  demurn  intelligo 
Jjt  ilia  mi  hi  prof nen  nt  ques  defpexeratn , 

Et  ilia ,  qiuz  laudaram ,  quantum  Butt  us  habuerint  ! 


.  ^  ^  Bight  of  Exemption  from  ali  Taxes  without  their  Confent ,  the  Colo  ¬ 
nies  claim  as  Britijh  Subje&s.  They  derive  this  Right  from  the  Common 
Law,  which  their  Charters  have  declared  and  confirmed,  and  They  conceive 
that  when  ftripped  of  this  Right,  whether  by  Prerogative  or  by  any  other 
Ovver,  they  aie  at  the  fame  Fime  deprived  of  every  Privilege  diftinguifhing 
Pree-Men  from  Slaves.  6  6  & 


i  other  Hand,  They  acknowledge  Themfelves  to  be  fubordinate  to 

tne  Mother  Country,  and  that  the  Authority  veiled  in  the  fupreme  Council 

of  the  Nation,  may  be  juftly  exercifed  to  fupport  and  preferve  that  Sub¬ 
ordination. 


[  *9  1 

“  render  all  Claim  to  a  Share  in  it's  Councils,  and  if  this  were  the  Tenor 
<c  of  their  Charters,  a  Grant  more  infidious  or  replete  with  Mifchief,  could 
“  not  be  imagined,  a  Forfeiture  of  their  Rights  would  be  couched  under 
iC  the  Appearance  of  Privilege,  &c.’} 

We  claim  an  Exemption  from  all  Parliamentary  Impofitions,  that  We 
may  enjoy  thofe  Securities  of  our  Rights  and  Properties,  which  We  are  en¬ 
titled  to  by  the  Conflitution.  For  thofe  Securities  are  derived  to  the  Subjedl 
from  the  Principle  that  he  is  not  to  be  taxed  without  his  own  Confent ,  and  an 'In¬ 
habitant  in  America  can  give  his  Confent  in  no  other  Manner  tha  n  in  Af- 
fembly.  It  is  in  the  Councils  that  exifl  there,  and  there  only^  that  he  hath 
a  Share,  and  whilft  He  enjoys  it,  his  Rights  and  Privileges  are  as  well  fe- 
cured  as  any  Eledlor’s  in  England ,  who  hath  a  Share  in  the  national  Councils 
there  \  for  the  Words  Parliament  and  Ajjembly  are  in  this  Refpedl,  only  dif¬ 
ferent  Terms  to  exprefs  the  fame  Thing. 

But  it  is  argued,  that  ct  if  the  common  Law  of  England ,  is  to  be  brought, 
“  as  juftifying  a  Claim  of  Exemption  in  any  Subject  of  Great-Britain  from  a 
cc  Parliamentary  Tax,  it  will  plead  againft  a  Tax  impofed  by  a  Provincial 
“  Afiembly  ;  for  as  all  the  Colony  Afiemblies  derive  their  Authority  from 
“  the  meer  Grant  of  the  Crown  only,  it  might  be  urged  that  any  Tax  im- 

pofed  by  Them,  is  impofed  by  Authority  of  the  Prerogative  of  the 
“  Crown,  and  not  by  full  Confent  of  Parliament.  That  if  this  Right  in 
“  the  Crown,  is  acknowledged  to  exempt  the  Subjedl  from  the  j urifdidlion 
“  of  Parliament  in  the  Cafe  of  Taxation,  its  Power  to  difpenfe  with  A<3s 
“  of  Parliament,  or  to  deprive  the  fame  Subject  of  the  Benefit  of  the  Com- 
“  mon  Law,  can’t  be  denied. 

One  would  be  inclined  to  fufpedl  that  it  is  fuppofed,  fomething  elfe  than 
Reafon,  may  on  this  Occafion  conduce  to  Perfuafion. 

The  Englijh  Subjedls,  who  left  their  native  Country  to  fettle  in  the  Wil- 
dernefs  of  America ,  had  the  Privileges  of  other  Englijhmen,  They  knew 
their  Value,  and  were  delirous  of  having  Them  perpetuated  to  their  Pofte- 
rity.  They  were  aware  that,  as  their  Confent  whilft  They  ftiould  refide  in 
America ,  could  neither  be  afk’d  nor  regularly  given  in  the  national  Legifla- 
ture,  and  that  if  They  were  to  be  bound  by  Laws  without  Reftridtion, 
affedling  the  Property  They  fhould  earn  by  the  utmoft  Hazard  and  Fatigue, 
They  would  lofe  every  other  Privilege  which  They  had  enjoyed  in  their 
native  Country,  and  become  meer  Tenants  at  Will  dependant  upon  the 
Moderation  of  their  Lords  and  Mailers,  without  any  other  Security — That 

as 
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as  their  Settlement  was  to  be  made  under  the  Protection  of  the  Eneli/k  Go¬ 
vernment,  rhey  knew,  that  in  Confequence  of  their  Relation  to  the  Mo- 
thei -Country,  They  and  their  Pofterity  would  be  fubordinate  to  the  fupreme 
national  Council,  and  expedted  that  Obedience  and  Protedion  would  be 
conlidered  as  reciprocal  Duties. 

Con fi dering  Themfelves,  and  being  conlidered  in  this  Light,  They  en- 
tered  into  a  Compaft  with  the  Crown, -the  Bafis  of  which  was,  That  their 
Privileges  as  Englifli  Subjects,  Jhould  be  effectually  fecured  to  Themfelves ,  and  tranf- 
mnted  to  their  Pofterity.  And  as  for  this  Purpofe,  precife  Declarations  and 
rrovi lions  formed  upon  the  Principles,  and  according  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
tnglijh  Lonftitution  were  necefiary ;  CHARTERS  were  accordingly  famed 
and  conferred  by  the  Crown,  and  accepted  by  the  Settlers,' by  which  all 
the, Doubts  and  lnconveniencies  which  might  have  arifen  from  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  general  Principles  to  a  new  Suhjedf,  were  prevented. 

j->y  thefe  Charteis,  founded  upon  the  unalienable  Rights  of  the  Subiedf, 
and  upon  the  moft  facred  Compaft,  the  Colonies  claim  a  Right  of  Exemp¬ 
tion  from  Taxes  not  impofedwith  their  Confent. — They  claim  it  upon  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Conflitution,  as  once  Englifh,  and  now  Britifij  Subjects,  upon 
Pnncip.es  on  which  their  Compadf  with  the  Crown  was  originally  founded. 

The  Origin  of  other  Governments  is  covered  by  the  Veil  of  Antiquity, 
and  is  differently  traced  by  the  Fancies  of  different  Men  ;  but,  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  the  Evidence  of  it  is  as  clear  and  unequivocal  as  of  any  other  Fa£E 

By  thefe  declaratory  Charters  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  claim  an 
Exemption  from  all  Taxes  not'  impefed  by  their  own  Confent,  and  to  infer 
from  their  Objection  to  a  Taxation,  to  which  their  Confent  is  not,  nor  can 
be  given,  that  They  are  Jetting  up  a  Right  in  the  Crown  to  difpenfe  with  Adis  of 
Parliament ,  and  to  deprive  the  Britifh  Subjects  in  America  of  the  Benefits  of  the 
Common  Law ,  is  fo  extremely  abfurd,  that  I  fhould  be  at  a  Lofs  to  account 
for  the  Appearance  of  fo  flrange  an  Argument,  were  I  not  apprized  of  the 
unworthy  Arts  employed  by  the  Enemies  of  the  Colonies  to  excite  ftrong 
Prejudices  againff  Them  in  the  Minds  of  their  Brethren  at  Home,  and  what 
grofs  Incongruities  prejudiced  Men  are  wont  to  adopt. 

Tho’  I  am  perfuaded  that  this  Reafoning  hath  already  been  fufficiently  re¬ 
futed,  and  that  no  fenfible  and  difpaflionate  Man  can  perceive  any  Force  in 
it,  yet  I  can’t  help  remarking,  that  it  is  grounded  upon  a  Principle,  which, 
if  it  were  pofiible  for  the  Examiner  to  eftablifh  it,  would  entitle  him  to  the 

Applaufe 


Applaufe  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Great- Britain ,  as  little  as  to  the  Thanks  of 
the  Colonies. 

From  what  Source  do  the  Peers  of  England  derive  their  Dignity,  and  the 
Share  They  have  in  the  Britijh  Legijlature  ?  Are  there  no  Places  in  England 
that  derive  their  Power  of  chuling  Members  of  Parliament  from  royal  Char¬ 
ters  ?  Will  this  Writer  argue,  that  the  Crown  may,  by  Prerogative,  tax 
the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain ,  becaufe  the  Peers  of  England ,  and  fome 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  exercife  a  legiflative  Authority  under  Royal 
Patents  and  Charters  P  It  mud  be  admitted  that  all  the  Members  of  the 
Houle  of  Commons  are  freely  chofen  by  the  People,  and  are  not  afterwards 
fubjedl  to  any  Influence  of  the  Crown  or  the  Miniftry  :  And  are  not  the 
Members  of  the  Lower  Houles  of  A  (Terribly  as  freely  chofen  alfo  by  the 
People;  and,  in  Fa£t,  as  independent  as  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ?  If  the  Truth  were  confefled,  the  Objection  would  not  be,  that 
the  Colonies  are  too  dependent  upon  the  Crown ,  or  that  their  Claim  of  Exemption 
from  all  Taxes,  not  impofed  by  their  own  Confent,  is  founded  upon  a  Princi¬ 
ple  leading  to  Slavery .  At  on6  Time,  the  North- Americans  are  called  Republi¬ 
cans  ;  at  another,  the  Affertors  of  Defpotifm ..  What  a  (Range  Animal  muft  a 
North- American  appear  to  be  from  thefe  Reprefentations  to  the  Generality  of 
Englijh  Readers,  who  have  never  had  an  Opportunity  to  admire,  that  He 
may  be  neither  black,  nor  tawny,  may  fpeak  the  Englijh  Language,  and,  in 
other  Refpedts,  feem,  for  all  the  World,  like  one  of  Them  ! 

“  The  Common  Law,  the  great  Charter,  the  Bill  of  Rights,”  are  fo  far 
from  tc  declaring,  with  one  Voice,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies 
“  (hall  be  taxed  by  no  other  Authority  than  that  of  the  Britijk  Parliament f 
that  They  prove  the  contrary  ;  for  the  Principle  of  the  Common  Law  is, 
that  no  Part  of  their  Property  fall  be  drawn  from  Britifli  Subjefts^  without  their 
Confent ,  given  by  thofe  whom  They  depute  to  reprefent  Them  ;  and  this  Principle  is 
enforced  by  the  Declaration  of  the  GREAT  CHARTER,  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights ,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  introducing  any  new  Privilege.  In 
Great- Britain^  the  Confent  of  the  People  is  given  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons ;  and,  as  Money  had  been  levied  there  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown,  by 
Pretence  of  Prerogative ,  without  their  Confent ,  it  was  properly  declared  at  the 
Revolution,  in  Support  of  the  Conditution,  and  in  Vindication  of  the 
People's  Rights,  that  the  levying  of  Money,  by  Pretence  of  Prerogative ,  with¬ 
out  Grant  of  Parliament,  /.  e .  without  their  Confent  who  are  to  pay  it,  is 
illegal,  which  Declaration  was  mod  fuitable  to  the  Occafion,  and  effectu¬ 
ally  eftabliflies  the  very  Principle  contended  for  by  the  Colonies. 

V 
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The  Word  Parliament ,  having  been  made  ufe  of,  the  Letter  of  the  De¬ 
claration  is  adhered  to,  and  the  Confequence  drawn,  that  no  Britifh  Sub- 
je&  can  be  legally  taxed,  but  by  the  Authority  of  the  Britijb  Parliament , 
againft  the  Spirit  and  Principle  of  the  Declaration,  which  was  aimed 
only  to  check  and  reftrain  the  Prerogative,  and  to  eftablifh  the  NeceiTity  of 
obtaining  the  Confent  of  thofe  on  whom  Taxes  were  to  be  levied.  Is  not  this 
a  new  Kind  cf  Logic,  to  infer  from  Declarations  and  Claims,  founded  up¬ 
on  the  neceflary  and  ellential  Principle  of  a  free  Qovernment,  that  the 
People  ought  not  to  be  taxed  without  their  Confent,  that  therefore  the  Co¬ 
lonies  ought  to  be  taxed  by  an  Authority,  in  which  their  Confent  is  not,  nor 
can  be  concerned  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  to  draw  an  Inference  from  a  De¬ 
claration  or  Claim  of  Privilege,  fubverfive  of  the  very  Principle  upon  which 
the  Privilege  is  founded  ?  How  aukwardly  are  the  Principles  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  applied  by  fome  Men  !  What  Aftonifhment  would  the  Promoters  of 
that  glorious  Meafure,  thofe  Patrons  and  Friends  of  Liberty,  did  They  now 
tread  the  Stage  of  this  World,  exprefs,  that  a  Word,  by  which  They  meant 
to  aftert  the  Privileges  of  the  SubjecI,  and  redrain  defpotic  Power,  fhould 
be  relied  upon  to  demolilh  the  very  Principle  by  which  Themfelves  were 
animated,  and  after  all  their  Pains  and  Hazards  to  eflablifh  the  generous  Sen¬ 
timents  of  Liberty,  that  thofe  who  feel  and  enjoy  the  Bleflings  of  their  fuc- 
cefsful  Struggles,  fhould  not  be  able  to  raife  a  Thought  beyond  the  Ideas 
affixed  to  fyftematic  Terms. 

It  was  declared  alfo  by  the  Bill  of  Rights ,  that  the  Elections  of  Members 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  free,  and  the  Common  Law  laid  down  the  fame 
Rule  before,  which  is  as  applicable  to  the  Election  of  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Colonies,  as  of  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain.  But  with  the  Help 
of  the  Examiner’s  Logic,  it  might  be  proved  from  the  Letter  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights ,  that  the  Elections  only  of  Members  of  Parliament  ought  to  be  free  ; 
for  the  Freedom  expreffed  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  is  as  much  attached  to 
Ele&ions  of  Members  of  Parliament,  as  the  Authority  to  grant  Money  is  to 
the  Britifh  Parliament ,  and  if  the  Declaration  in  the  one  Cafe  implies  a  Ne¬ 
gative,  there  is  the  like  Implication  in  the  other.  If,  moreover,  the  Com¬ 
mon  Law,  the  great  Charter,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  do  really,  as  the 
Examiner  afferts,  with  one  Voice  declare,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  ought  to  be  taxed  only  by  the  Britifh  Parliament,  it  is  not  confident 
with  that  Char  adder  of  Vigilance,  and  Jealoufy  of  their  Power,  commonly 
afcribed  to  the  Britifh  Parliament ,  that,  from  their  frft  regular  Settlement  to 
the  Reign  of  Geo.  Ill,  the  American  Affemblies  fhould  not  only  have  been  fuf- 
fered,  without  any  Animadverfion,  without  one  Refolve,  or  even  a  fingle 
Motion  to  reftrain  Them,  to  encroach  upon  the  Jurifdi&on  and  Authority 
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of  the  Britijh  Parliament ;  but  that  the  Parliament  fhould  never  before  the 
late  Stamp- Aft)  in  one  Inftance,  have  impofed  an  internal  Tax  upon  the 
Colonies  for  the  fmgle  Purpoje  of  Revenue ,  and  that,  even  when  ACts  of  Af- 
fembly  paffed  in  Confequence  of  Minifterial  inforced  by  Royal  Requifitions 
have  been  laid  before  Them,  They  fhould  be  fo  far  from  objecting  to  their 
Validity,  as  actually  to  recognize  the  Authority  of  the  Provincial  Legifla- 
tures,  and  upon  that  Foundation  fuperflruCt  their  own  Refolves  and  ACts. 

But  tho’  it  hath  been  admitted,  that  the  Stamp- Aft  is  the  firfl  Statute  that 
hath  impofed  an  internal  Tax  upon  the  Colonies  for  the  fingle  Purpofe  of  Reve¬ 
nue ,  yet  the  Advocates  for  that  Law  contend,  that  there  are  many  Inftances 
of  the  Parliament’s  exercifing  a  fupreme  legiflative  Authority  over  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  actually  impofing  internal  Taxes  upon  their  Properties — that  the 
Duties  upon  any  Exports  or  Imports  are  internal  Taxes — That  an  Impoft 
on  a  foreign  Commodity  is  as  much  an  internal  Tax,  as  a  Duty  upon  any 
Production  of  the  Plantations — That  no  DiftinCtion  can  be  fupported  be¬ 
tween  one  Kind  of  Tax  and  another,  an  Authority  to  impofe  the  one  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  other. 

If  thefe  Things  are  really  as  reprefented  by  the  Advocates  for  the  Stamp 
ACt,  why  did  * **  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  make  it  a  Queftion  for  the 
Confideration  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whether  the  Parliament  could  im¬ 
pofe  an  internal  Tax  in  the  Colonies  or  not,  for  the  fingle  Purpofe  of  Revenue? 

*  I  have  prefumed  to  mention  this  Fad  upon  the  Authority  of  private  Intelli¬ 
gence,  as  well  as  of  the  News  Papers,  and  other  Publications,  and  tho’  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  cf  the  Exchequer  is  not  named,  yet  the  Fad  feems  in  general  to  be  referred  to 
in  the  Poftfcript  to  the  excellent  Letter  concerning  Libels ,  Warrants ,  Seizure  of  Papers , 
and  Security  of  the  Peace ,  &c.  in  the  following  Words  :  “  Otherwife  (/.  e.  if  it 
“  were  not  right  for  the  Parliament  to  refolve  general  Warrants  to  be  illegal)  let 
“  me  alk  how  that  momentous  Refolution  touching  an  Enghfh  Parliament’s  Right  of 
“  taxing  the  Colonies  could  be  juftify’d  ?  It  was  an  independent  fubftantive  Refo- 
“  lution,  followed  by  Nothing,  (i  e.  that  Seflion)  and  yet  was  a  Refolution  not 
i(  only  of  extreme  Magnitude ,  but  of  the  molt  general  and  highef  legal  Natuie,  in- 
“  volving  in  it  a  Decifion  of  the  firfl  and  moft  fundamental  Principles  of  Liberty , 

**  Property ,  and  Government ,  and  ^well  worthy  alfo,  as  to  the  temporary  Policy  of  it, 
“  the  moft  ferious  of  all  Confideration.  This  was  refolved  too  if  I  am  informed 
“  right,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Night,  and  the  Rifing  of  the  Houfe;  fo  that  every 
“  Body  muft  have  taken  it  as  a  clear  Thing,  that  They  could  at  any  Time  come  to 
“  a  Refolution  upon  any  general  Point  of  Law,  whenever  They  lhould  fee  it  ex}e- 
“  dient  fo  to  do,  Jed  Verbum  fapienti fat  e(l." 
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Which  hare  been  made  for  the  djL!u“A  %■  T""''.,  ”"'i  «■<*  Ads 
Revenue  i,  C„f„una  ,f  ,Ur  Ejf,„  ^ 

to  IhfoS!f,i«CS  S'ofeS&f  haS,b"" 

M  and,  k  hath  been  demonftrated^hat  a  Tax  imptfeTbvp/rP"  ^ 
I  ax  u nthout  their  Conjent .  ^  arliament,  is  a 

The  Subordination  of  the  Colonies  and  thf*  a,,^u  •*.  c  \  n 
to  preferve  it,  have  been  fully  acknow  e^ed  Not  onl  7  °1 
perhaps  the  Exiftence  of  the  Mother  Count™  7  th^  Welfare,  but 

may  depend  upon  her  Trade  and  Navigation7’  and  thTfe^fif61”  Kl"Sdo[m’ 
tercourfe  with  the  Colonies,  that,  if  this  lhould  J  n  l  c/^  Up°n  her  In' 
foon  be  an  End  to  that  Commerce’,  whence  heJ  .reatefwealrh  H  ^ 
and  upon  which  her  maritime  Power  is  principally  foun^d  th 's  denv^> 

Conf, derations,  the  Right  of  the  Britijh  ParliaienLo  regufa'te  he^Vrade 
or  the  Colonies,  may  be  lufllv  deduced  •  a  c  •  ®  ,,e  1  rade 

the  Admiffion  of  the  Subordination,  and  of  the Awhori^°ti  co"tradia 

refultmg  from  the  Nature  of  the  Relation  between  the  Mother  Countr'y  and 
rie^.  Colonies.  It  is  a  common,  and  freouentlv  the  )T,Af).  _  n*-  , j  , 

regulate  Trade  by  Duties  on  Imports  and  Exports  The^fr'h  u° 

Mother  Country  to  regulate  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies,  bet.  unqueffio't 

thlentat  ReSu,atl0I\are  the  moft  proper,  are  to  be  of  Courfe  fubmitted  to 
the  Determ, nation  of  the  Parliament ;  and,  if  a n  incidental  Revenue,  Ihou  d 
De  Produced  by  luch  Regulations  ;  thefe  are^not  therefore  unwarrantable 

,  ,Ri?/ht  r°  /mpP°fe/n;nnernaI  Tax  on  rbe  Colonies,  without  their  Con- 
fen  t/ir  the  Jingle  Purpofe  of  Revenue ,  ,s  denied,  a  Right  to  regulate  their 

.Trade  without  their  Conient  ,s  admitted.  The  Impolftion  of  a  Duty,  may 

jn  fome  Inftances,  be  the  proper  Regulation.  If  the  Claims  of  the  Mo- 

f.?°pntry  ai'dthe  Cronies  lliouldfeem  on  fuch  an  Occafion  to  interfere, 
and  the  Point  of  Right  to  be  doubtful,  (which  I  take  to  be  otherwife)  it  is 
tafy  to  guefs  that  the  Determination  will  be  on  the  Side  of  Power,  and  that 
the  Inferior  will  be  conftrained  to  fubmit  *. 

The 

*  In  thc  Re'gn  o[  ou.r  great  Deliverer,  when  the  Etiglijh  and  the  Dutch  were  at 
War  with  France,  They  joined  in  preventing  the  Northern  Powers  from  carrying  on 
a  Trade  with  the  Enemy.  M.  Groning  having  formed  a  Defign,  to  prove  the  Right 

of 
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The  Writer  on  the  Regulations  lately  made  with  Refpeft  to  the  Colonies* 
who  is  faid  to  have  been  well  informed ,  afferts  a  Fa<ft,  which  indifputably 
proves,  that  the  Impofitions  mentioned,  were  only  Regulations  of  Trade, 
and  can,  with  no  kind  of  Propriety,  be  confidered  in  any  other  Light.  The 
Fadf  he  afferts,  is,  that  “  the  whole  Remittance  from  all  the  Taxes  in  the 
<c  Colonies,  at  an  Average  of  Thirty  Years,  has  not  amounted  to  1900  /.  a 
cc  Year,  and  in  that  Sum,  7  or  800/.  per  Annum  only,  have  been  remitted 
“  from  North- America  ;  and  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  Officers,  neceffary  to 
<6  colled:  that  Revenue,  amounts  to  7600  /.  per  Annum . 

It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to  fuppofe,  that  fhe  Parliament  would  raife 
a  Revenue  by  Taxes  in  the  Colonies  to  defray  Part  of  the  national  Expence, 
the  Collection  of  which  Taxes  would  increale  that  Expence  to  a  Sum  more 
than  three  Times  the  Amount  of  the  Revenue  ;  but,  the  Impofitions  being 
confidered  in  their  true  Light,  as  Regulations  of  Trade,  the  Expence  ari- 
fing  from  an  Eftablifhment  neceffary  to  carry  Them  into  Execution,  is  fo 
far  from  being  ridiculous,  that  it  may  be  wifely  incurred. 

The  Author  of  the  Claim  of  the  Colonies,  lAc,  gives  (as  hath  been  ob~ 
ferved)  the  Epithets  of  unjujl  and  partial ,  to  a  Tax  which  fhould  be  impo- 
fed  upon  the  Non-Eledors,  only  in  Britain  \  and,  in  that  very  Inftance, 
proves,  that  a  Tax  upon  the  Non-Eledors  in  the  Colonies,  is  more  unjuft 
and  partial,  and  yet  undertakes  to  defend  the  Juftice  of  it;  and  the  Writer 
on  the  Regulations  of  the  Colonies  declares,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  call  the 
Ads  He  has  cited  as  Precedents,  by  the  Name  of  mere  Regulations,  not- 
withftanding  He  hath  irrefragably  proved,  that  They  are  ridiculous,  if  con¬ 
fidered  in  any  other  Light.  (See  The  Regulation  of  the  Colonies ,  &c.  f 
Page  105 — 57,  and  The  Claim  of  the  Colonies ,  &c.  Page  28,  29,  30.) 

of  the  Northern  Powers  to  a  free  Trade  and  Navigation,  communicated  his  Plan  to 
and  defired  the  Opinion  of  Baron  Pujfendorf  upon  it,  who  obferved  that  as  the 
Queftion  had  not  been  fettled  upon  clear  and  undeniable  Principles,  and  there  was 
a  Mixture  of  Fadt  and  Right,  the  Confederates  might  contend  that  They  have  a 
Right  to  diftrefs  the  Enemy,  and,  as  the  Means  to  attain  that  Purpofe,  to  reftrain 
the  Trade  of  the  Northern  Powers,  an  Argument  that  with  fuperior  Force  wou’d  be 
conclufive. 

f  A  grave  Anfwer  to  a  little  pert  Pamphlet,  called  the  Objections  to  the  Taxati¬ 
on,  &c,  would  be  too  ludicrous.  When  the  Author  of  it  talks  of  Orders  to  be 

obferved  under  Pains  and  Penalties,  he  ufes  the  aweful  Style  of  a  L - d  of  T - 

but  it  was  too  conftrained  for  him  to  fupport,  and  he  therefore  very  naturally  relapfcd 
into  the  Charadter  of  a  Jack-Pudding.  He  had  very  little  Reafon  to  apprehend  that 
Lock ,  Sidney,  or  Selden ,  would  be  called  upon  to  pull  off  his— -Cap. 

E  2  Though 


0  I  conceive  that  the  DiftinCtion  which  hath  been  fuggefted  is  fuf- 

ticiently  evident,  and  that  the  Argument  from  Precedents  hath  been  refuted 
yet,  as  there  have  been  two  or  three  Inftances  particularly  enforced  and  re¬ 
lied  upon,  I  muff  beg  the  Reader’s  Patience  whilft  I  examine  Them  fepa- 
rately,  without  undertaking  the  Talk  to  remove  every  Incongruity  to  be 
found  in  the  Writings  of  the  Enemies  of  America  on  this  Occallon  :  for  it 
would  require  an  Hercules- to  cleanfe  the  Stable. 

The  5th  Geo.  II,  it  is  alledged,  «  abrogates  fo  much  of  the  Common  Law  as 
“  rela!es  t0  Defcents  of  Freeholds  in  America,  takes  from  the  Son  the  Right  of  In- 
“  hentance  in  the  Lands  the  Crown  had  granted  to  the  Father ,  and  his  Heirs  in 
“  abfolute  Fee,  makes  them  Affets,  and  applies  Them  to  the  Payment  of 
“  Debts  and  Accounts  contrafted  by  the  Father  without  the  Participation  of 
“  the  Son ;  it  fets  afide  the  Sort  of  Evidence  required  by  the  Common  Law, 
“  and  eftablijb'd by  every  Court  of  JuJlice  in  America,  in  Proof  of  a  Debt,  and 
“  enjoins  the  Ad  million  of  an  ex  Parte  Affidavit .  The  Power  of  Parliament 
“  having  been  exercifed  to  take  away  the  Lands  of  the  People  in  America,  the 
“  moft  facred  Part  of  any  Man’s  Property,  and  difpofmg  of  Them  for  the  Ufe 
“  °f  private  Perfons  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  *who  can  queftion,”  fays 
the  Examiner,  “  the  Parliament’s  Right  to  take  away  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
u  Products  of  thole  Lands,  and  apply  it  to  the  public  Service  ?” 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  in  applying  this  Statute,  a  Language  is  made 
ufe  of,  which  gives  the  Idea  of  Violence;  and  it  mull  be  confefled,  that 
great  Aggravation  of  Features,  and  ftrong  Colouring,  were  necefTary,  to 
make  it  in  any  Degree  refemble  the  Impofitions  of  the  Stamp- Adi. 

It  would  be  ufelefs,  as  well  as  tedious,  to  point  out  every  Mifreprefenta- 
tion  in  this  Application,  fince  that  will  be  effectually  done,  by  briefly  fhew- 
ing  the  Effect  of  the  5th  Geo .  II,  and  fuggefting  the  Occafion  of  making  that 
Statute. 

Lands,  Negroes,  &c.  in  the  Plantations,  are  made  Affets  for  the  Satisfac¬ 
tion  of  all  Debts  owing  to  his  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  Subjects,  in  like  Man¬ 
ner  as  Real  Eftates  are,  by  the  Law  of  England  liable  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
Debts  due  by  Specialty. 

If  the  Creditor  refides  in  Great-Britain ,  the  Affidavits  of  his  Witneffes  ta¬ 
ken  there,  are  to  be  allowed  as  Evidence,  and  to  have  the  fame  Force  their 
Teftimony  would  have,  if  given,  viva  Voce ,  in  open  Court. 


The 


The  Evidence  mentioned  in  the  Statute,  prevailed  in  moil,  if  not  all  the 
Colonies,  before  the  Statute,  and  Lands  were  alio  liable  to  tne  Satisfaction 
of  all  Debts  in  moft  Inftances,  by  the  Method  pra&ifed  alfo  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  England ,  of  marfhalling  Aflets.  In  fome  of^  the  Colonies, 
without  this  Circuity,  Lands  were  immediately  liable  to  limple  Contract 

Debts. 

Independent  of  the  Statute,  when  the  Creditor  obtains  a  Judgment  againft 
his  Debtor,  all  his  Lands,  fcf*.  over  which  he  has  a  difpofmg  Power,  are  li¬ 
able,  and,  fince  the  Statute,  only  fuck  Lands,  are  Aliets,  as  the  Debtor 
had  a  Power  to  difpofe  of.  It  appears  then,  that  all  the  EfFeSI  of  the  Sta- 
tute  on  this  Head,  is  to  fubjed  Real  Eftates  to  the  Payment  of  Debts  after 
the  Death  of  the  Debtor,  (for  the  moft  Part,  the  Cafe  before  the  Statute) 
which  might  have  been  made  SubjeCt  before  his  Death. 

In  many  of  the  Colonies,  the  provincial  Creditors  of  deceafed  Debtors,  were 
preferred  to  the  Britijh ,  in  the  fame  Degree,  by  Atfs  of  Aflembly  which  car¬ 
ried  the  Appearance  of  Partiality  ;  tho’  in  Fad,  the  EffeCt  of  the  Laws  of 
England  gave  Rife  to  Them  ;  for,  upon  Bankruptcies  in  Great-Bntain ,  the 
Steps  required  by  the  Statutes  to  entitle  Creditors  to  a  Satisfaftion,  eftcftu- 
ally  exclude  Colony  Creditors  in  moft  Cafes,  and  their  Diftance,  when  their 
Debtors  die  in  Great-Bntain ,  where  Colony  Creditors  have  not  ftanding  A- 
gents  as  the  Merchants  have  in  the  Plantations,  and  there  happens  a  Defici¬ 
ency  of  Affets,  {huts  them  out  likewife  from  all  Chance  of  Satisfaction  in 
the  ufual  Scramble  among  Creditors  for  the  Debtor’s  Eftate  on  fuch  Events. 

In  fome  of  the  Colonies  They  changed,  by  Atfs  of  AfTembly,  certain 
Species  of  perfonal  Property,  r.  g.  Negroes,  into  the  Nature  of  real  Eftates, 
by  makino-  Them  defcendible  ;  and,  by  this  Alteration  of  the  Common 
Law,  and^Confufion  of  the  former  Diftinaion  of  Property,  very  confider- 
ably  diminifhed  the  perfonal  Fund,  liable  to  all  Debts. 

As  thefe  Circumftances  were  reprefented  and  believed  to  be  great  Difcou- 
ragements  to  the  Trade  of  the  Mother  Country,  after  repeated  Requisitions 
to  provide  a  Remedy  in  the  Colonies,  in  which  the  Grievance  was  moft  fen- 
fibly  felt,  nad  been  difregarded,  the  Statute  was  finally  made. 

This  was,  without  Doubt,  a  Subjeft  upon  which  the  Superintendence  of 
the  Mother-Country  might  be  juftly  exercifed ;  it  being  relative  to  her 
Trade  and  Navigation,  upon  which  her  Wealth  and  her  Power  depend. 


and  the  Prefervation  of  her  Superiority,  and  the  Subordination  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  are  lecured,  and  therefore  is  comprehended  in  the  Diftinction. 

•  rA,fter  siting,  and  applying  this  Statute,  the  Examiner  takes  Occafion  to 
mlult  a  Gentleman  of  a  moil  amiable  and  relpedable  Charader,  becaufe  he 
prefumed,  it  feems,  to  queftion  the  Univerfality  of  Parliamentary  Power 
and  appears  to  be  fo  totally  occupied  in  the  Buf.nefs  of  Defamation,  as  not 
to  be  aware  of  his  running  into  the  moil  egregious  Inconfiftencies.  If  the 
Examiner  is  a  Lawyer,  he  has  betray’d  the  moil  ihameful  Ignorance  :  if  an 

,  lnfamous  Unfaithfulnefs.  Had  the  American  Chief  Juflict 
acted  in  England,  as  too  many  of  his  Countrymen  have  done— Had  He  paid 

„s  X*0  Power,  by  mean  Compliances,  and  endeavoured  to  recommend 
Himlelf,  by  inventing  Accufations  againil  the  Colonies,  by  reprefentin^  the 
inhabitants  in  1  hem,  as  a  refractory,  diiloyal,  and  rebellious  People,0  and 
by  propoling  Schemes  for  their  Depreilion— Had  He  not  firmly  maintained 
his  Character  of  Honour  and  Probity,  we  ihould  not  have  feen  this  Impeach- 

m,e"t  of  his  Underilanding  ;  but  he  left  the  Tafk  of  Proilitution  to  the  Man 
of  lord  id  Views, 

Ille  fuperbos  Aditus  Regum , 

Durafq\  fores ,  expers  Somni 
Colat - 

4 

“  Had  the  Colonies, ”  fays  the  Examiner,  “  agreed  to  the  Impofition  of 
the  Stamp-Duties,  a  Precedent  would  have  been  eftablillied  for  their  be¬ 
ing  confulted,  before  any  Impofition  upon  Them  by  Parliament  would 
“  hereafter  take  Place.”  He  intimates  that  They  were  advifed  by  fome  of 
their  Agents  to  take  this  Courfe  :  If  fuch  Advice  hath  been  given,  it  was 
weak  or  infidious,  and  the  Agents,  who  recommended  the  Meafure,  ou^ht 
to  be  removed  for  their  Incapacity  or  their  Treachery. 

How  would  the  Precedent  have  been  eftablifhed,  or,  if  it  had,  what 
would  have  been  the  Advantage  ?  This  Conduct  would  have  admitted,  that 
the  Colonies  might  be  taxed  at  any  Time,  and  in  any  Manner,  without  their 
Confent ;  and  confequently,  would  at  once  have  been  an  effectual  Surren¬ 
der  of  all  their  Privileges  as  Britijh  Subjects. 

If  Precedents  were  to  be  regarded,  when  a  Tax  in  America ,  for  the  ftngle 
Purpofe  of  Revenue  is  required,  they  are  not  wanting.  Upon  fuch  Occa- 
fions,  the  Courfe  hath  always,  and  uniformly  been,  ’till  the  Impofition  of 
the  Stamp-Duties,  to  tranfmit  Requifitions  to  the  Colonies  ;  and,  if  the  In¬ 
stance  cited  by  the  Examiner,  is,  in  any  Degree  pertinent,  he  has  fhewn  in 

his 
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his  Appendix,  that  the  Method  of  Requifition  was  in  that  purfued  ;  for,  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  in  their  Report,  exprefsly  mention  the  Refufal  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  to  comply  with  the  Requifitions  tranfmitted  to  them,  to  remove  the 
Grievance  complained  of. 

\ _ 

The  Claufe  in  the  Mutiny  Add  during  the  late  War  is  alfo  relied  upon, 
but  with  how  much  Propriety,  few  Words  will  evince. 

The  Adis  of  Aflembly  of  each  Colony,  could  have  no  obligatory  Force 
beyond  the  Limits  of  each  ;  but  the  Service  of  the  Colony  Troops,  was 
not  confined  within  the  fame  Colony  in  which  They  were  raifed  ;  it  is 
therefore  evident  that  the  Provincial  Legillatures,  had  not  an  Authority 
adequate  to  the  great  Objedd  of  the  military  Operations  in  America ,  which 
was  not  merely  the  Defence  of  the  Plantations,  by  Meafures  executed  with¬ 
in  their  Boundaries,  but  the  Enemy  was  attacked  in  his  own  Country,  and 
for  this  Purpofe  the  Britijh  and  American  Troops  adled  conjunddly.  On  this 
Occafion  it  was  not  only  convenient,  that  the  Troops  employed  in  the  fame 
Service,  fhould  be  fubjedd  to  the  fame  Difcipline,  but  it  was  indifpenfably 
necellary  that  this  Difcipline  fhould  be  eldablifhed  by  Att  of  Parliament ,  the 
Authority  of  the  Provincial  Legiflatures  being  deemed  to  be  incompetent. 
And  it  is  to  be  remarked,  moreover,  that  the  Provincial  Troops  were  raifed 
and  paid  by  the  Colonies,  and  that  it  was  in  the  Power  of  their  Alfemblies, 
a  Power  exercifed  by  fome  of  Them,  to  difband  or  reduce  Them  when 
They  pleafed,-  and  therefore  their  fupporting  and  keeping  them  up,  was  an 
effectual  Confent  to  the  Add  of  Parliament;  but  as  hath  been  fhewn,  an 
internal  Tax  may  be  as  compleatly  and  adequately  laid  in  every  Colony,  by 
the  Authority  of  the  refpeflive  Afemblies ,  as  by  the  Britijh  Parliament ,  and 
therefore  there  is  not  the  fame  Necefiity  for  the  Interpofition  of  the  Mother 
Country  in  this,  as  in  the  other  Infiance,  and  the  Colonies  with  Reference 
to  the  Stamp-Add,  are  not  called  upon  to  do  any  Add  exprefiive  of  their  Af- 
fent  to  it,  nor  is  it  in  their  Power  to  hinder  it’s  taking  Effedd  in  the  fullefi 
Extent. 

The  Add  for  the  EJiabliJhment  of  a  Pojl-Ojfce  in  the  Colonies  (9  Anne,  c.  10,) 
comes  the  neareft  to  the  Subjedd  of  any  Regulation  that  hath  been  men¬ 
tioned  ;  but  yet  it  is  materially  diftinguilhable  from  the  Stamp  Add.  f  or 
the  fame  Reafon  that  an  Add  of  Parliament  was  necefi'ary  to  fecure  the  Dif¬ 
cipline  of  the  Provincial  Troops,  adding  in  Conjundtion  with  the  Britijh 
Forces  during  the  late  War,  the  Authority  of  Parliament  might  be  proper 
for  the  general  Eftablifhment  of  a  regular  Poft-Office,  for  as  the  Laws  of 
each  Colony  are  in  their  Operation  confined  within  the  Limits  of  each, 

prohibitory 
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''s 

prohibitory  and  compulfive  Claufes  to  inforce  a  general  Obfervance,  with¬ 
out  which  the  Eftablifhment  would  fail,  might  be  eluded.  If  a  Man  fhould 
malicioufly  give  a  Wound  in  one  Colony,  and  the  wounded  Perfon  die  in 
another,  the  Offender  could  not  be  convidted  of  Murder,  becaufe  the  whole 
Fa£t  conffituting  that  Crime,  would  not  be  cognizable  in  the  Colony  where 
the  Wound  was  given,  or  the  Death  happened  ;  and  the  fame  Principle  is 
applicable  to^  every  other  inferior  Offence,  and  intimates  in  what  Manner 
prohibitory  Claufes  might  be  evaded.  This  Matter  therefore  of  the  Poft- 
Office,  may  be  referred  to  the  general  Superintending  Authority  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther-Country,  the  Power  of  the  Provincial  Legiflatures  being  too  ffinted  to 
reach  it.  In  this  View,  and  upon  the  Confideration  of  the  general  Con¬ 
venience  and  Accommodation  arifing  from  the  Eftablifhment,  the  People  of 
America  have  not  complained  of  it,  but  if  this  Inftance  were  more  pertinent 
than  it  is,  it  would  only  prove  what  hath  been  too  often  proved  before— 
When  Men  do  not  fufpedt  any  Deiigns  to  invade  their  Rights,  and  fubdolous 
Steps  taken  to  that  End,  are  productive  of  immediate  Convenience  without 
pointing  out  their  deftruCtive  Tendency,  They  are  frequently  involved  in 
Ruin  before  they  are  aware  of  Danger,  or  that  the  Conduct  "flowing  from 
the  Negligence  of  innocent  Intentions,  may  afford  an  Handle  to  Men  of 
different  Difpofitions,  for  the  Commiftion  of  Oppreflion — Of  the  Truth  of 
thefe  Obfervations  the  Hiftories  of  all  People  who  have  once  been  bleffed 
with  Freedom,  and  have  loft  it,  exhibit  abundant  Examples. 

When  Inftances  are  urged  as  an  authoritative  Reafon  for  adopting  a  new 
Mealure,  They  are  proved  to  be  more  important  from  this  Ufe  of  Them, 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  reviewed  with  Accuracy,  and  canvaffed  with 
StriCtnefs.  What  is  propofed.  ought  to  be  incorporated  with  what  hath  been 
done,  and  the  Refult  of  both  ftated  and  confidered  as  a  fubftantive  original 
Queftion,  and  if  the  Meafure  popofed  is  incompatible  with  the  conftituti- 
onal  Rights  of  the  Subjedf,  it  is  fo  far  from  being’  a  rational  Argument, 
that  Conliftency  requires  an  Adoption  of  the  propofed  Meafure,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  fuggefts  the  ftrongeft  Motive  for  abolifhing  the  Precedent ;  when 
therefore  an  Inftance  of  Deviation  from  the  Conftitution  is  preffed  as  a  Rea¬ 
fon  for  the  EJlabliJhment  of  a  Meafure  ftriking  at  the  very  Root  of  all  Li¬ 
berty  }  tho’  the  Argument  is  inconclufive,  it  ought  to  be  ufeful. 

Wherefore  if  a  fufficient  Anfwer  were  not  given  to  the  Argument  drawn 
from  Precedents,  by  fhewing  that  none  of  the  Inftances  adduced  are  ap¬ 
plicable,  I  fhould  have  very  little  Difficulty  in  denying  the  Juftice  of  the 
Prin  ciple  on  which  it  is  founded.  What  hath  been  done,  if  wrongful, 
confers  rio  Right  to  repeat  it.  To  juftify  Oppreflion  and  Outrage,  by 
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Inftances  of  their  Commiffion,  is  a  Kind  of  Argument  which  never  can 
produce  Conviction,  tho’  it  may  their  Acquiefcence,  whom  the  Terror  of 
greater  Evils  may  reftrain  from  refitting,  and  thus  the  Defpotifm  of  the  Eaft 
may  be  fupported,  and  the  natural  Rights  of  Mankind  be  trampled  under 
Feet.  The  Queftion  of  Right,  therefore,  doth  not  depend  upon  Precedents, 
but  on  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  hath  been  put  upon  it  s  pro¬ 
per  Point  already  dilcuffed,  whether  the  Colonies  are  rcprefented  or  not,  in 
Parliament. 


As  the  Name  of  Hampden  occurred  to  the  Examiner  in  his  Defign  of 
calling  an  oblique  Reflection  upon  the  Colonies,  it  is  furpnfing  he  did  not 
recollect,  that  very  numerous  Precedents  have  been  applied  in  the  Defence 
of  an  arbitrary  and  oppreflive  Proceeding,  definitive of  the  effential  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Englijh  Liberty.  But  tho’  meer  Ads  of  PoweV  prove  no  Right,  yet 
the  real  Opinion  entertained  of  it,  may  be  inferred  from  Forbearance  ;  for 
Mankind  are  generally  fo  fond  of  Power,  that  they  are  oftener  tempted  to 
cxercife  it  beyond  the  Limits  of  Juflice,  than  induced  to  et  oufi  s  to  it 
from  the  pure  Confideration  of  the  Reditude  of  Forbearance.  Wherefore 
if  I  had  deny’d  the  Principle  of  this  Kind  of  Reafonmg,  without  fhewing 
the  Defeds  of  the  artificial  painted  Precedents  which  have  been  produced, 
I  might  ftill  very  confiflently  urge,  that,  the  repeated  and  uniform  Requifi- 
tions  of  the  Englijh  Minifters,  as  often  as  Occasions  for  tie  fing  e  wpojeof 
Revenue  have  happened,  tranfmitted  to  the  Colonies  to  tax  1  hemfelves  by 
Provincial  Ads,  and  the  Ads  of  Parliament  regulating  the  Trade  of  the 
Plantations,  as  well  as  of  Ireland,  without  one  Inftance,  before  the  Stamp- 
A6't  of  a  Tax  impofed  by  Parliament  upon  either,  for  the  unmixcd  Pui  pole 
of  Revenue  prove,  that  the  Impofition  of  a  Tax  upon  them  without  their 
Confent,  hath  conftantly  been  held  to  be  inconfiftent  with  their  Conftituti- 
onal  Rights  and  Privileges.  I  have  joined,  Ireland  with  the  Colonies,  and 
prefume  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that  Ireland,  over  which  the  Courts  of 
Juftice  in  England  have  a  fuperintendaiit  Power,  is  not,  at  leaft,  as  fubjed 
to  Great-Britain  as  the  Colonies  are. 

I 


A  moft  extraordinary  Reafon  hath  been  given,  why  the  Method  of  Re 
quifition  would  have  been  improper,  viz.  that  “  the  Sums  rafted  muft  be 
“  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and  if  levied  by  the  Provincial  Aflembhes,  the 
“  Parliament  would  have  no  Right  to  enquire  into  the  Expenditure  of 
“  them.”  This  is  fo  extremely  futile,  that  it  would  be  almoft  abfuid  to 

beftow  a  ferious  Refutation  upon  it. 

Why  muft  the  Sums  raifed  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  ?  If  the  Intention 
is  to  apply  them  in  the  Colonies  to  any  internal  Purpofe,  why  muft  they 
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Troops  are  neceflary  for  their  Protection  ap-ainff  qm;  f  ^ '  t?  ^  n5^ 
NoftrSfTlle  Ci  l  l”1?  Service, f  CroPPinS  theTa'T  anSt ting  the 

Siri*,4;  txch,eTr !  °:’  k  "  ,ht>“id  b=  p»d  Tlx 

micrhtn’otthp  P  V  b  applied  towards  linking  the  national  Debt,  why 
mine  the  Parliament  enquire  into  the  Application  of  it  ?  Does-  the  Exa7 

Hand’thnathlr-ldCa°fKthe  PfllameRt>  %ure  to  himfelf  a  Monfter  with  an 

Clutch  and  crufh  Millions  of  Subjects  at  a  Gripe  bi  The  n"^  T 
near,  apt  to  be  rendered  by  fomermwical  Influence  fo  TT  a  w/* 
as  not  to  be  able  to  reach  the  Exchequer ,  or  to  fqueeze  the  Chancellor  ofTt  T 

„  Te  are  affured  ‘hat  there  never  can  be  any  irregular  “  Attempts  of  the 
<C  Prer°gatlv®  uPon  our  Rights,  whilft  we  are  bleffed  with  a  Prince  of  the 

allfTcUS  r  ,’ne  of.  B’Tfwick  uP°n  the  Throne  °f  Great- Britain  ”CS  1°  have 
all  the  Confidence  in  the  excellent  Difpofitions  of  our  prefent  moll  vracious 

tunT'TnTls^T  TT  t0  haVe’  but  1  Can  ‘  Penetrate  into  Fu- 

ho,ct  T  Tft  ,  TamK'erTrth  •I,°t  y6t  eftablifhed  the  Character  of  a 
LovJtv  T  T  n  C°nflde,r1  thts  Affertion  rather  as  a  curious  Specimen  of  Lip- 
■Loyalty,  I  will  not  call  it  extravagant  Adulation,  than  as  a  fober  Recom 

mendation,  to  furrender  all  thofe  Guards  and  Securities  of  Liberty  which 

the  Conftitution  of  a  Free  Government  hath  provided  j  but,  if  the  Briti/h  A 

mertcans  fliould  ever  be  reduced  to  the  unhappy  Neceflity  of  eiving-  ud  their 
Natural  Rights,  and  their  Civil  Principles,  I  believe  They  Sd  as  ton 
make  he  Surrender  to  a  Prince  of  the  Line  of  Brunfrvicf  as  to  any  other 
Mortal,  or  Number  of  Mortals,  in  the  Univerfe.  ^ 

wiTTaTVe  feenfT°  3  Pi6Ce  in  fo™e  of  our  Iate  News-Papers,  all  bedawbed 
with  the  Lace  of  Compliment— There  is  no  End  to  human  Ambition  '  It  is 

thePTiUt?y/eF  CfSii  anJ  PUfll,ln!  foDrWa,rd-  If  a.lktle  P-&“r  f  is  railed  to 
tie  of  Excellency,  and  the  Rank  of  a  Kind  of  Viceroy,  there  is  Hill 

a  summit  beyond  the  Eminence  to  which  he  hath  been  elevated,  that  he  i 
toliicitous  to  gain. 


is 


rJel^LlT^  °f  the  °utrages  comm:ttcd  by  the  Soldiery,  on  Mr.  Jultice 
tant  ThT  ™ab|e  Speech  puts  mein  Mind  of  the  Ingenuity  of  the  Female  Difpu- 
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It  hath  been  truly  (aid,  that cc  it  will  he  no  eafy  Talk  >  to  perfuade  the  A- 
<c  mericans  to  forfake  the  Culture  of  their  Lands,  to  leave  the  Ways  their 
iC  Fathers  trod,  and  in  which  Themfelves  were  trained,  to  drop  a  Bufi- 
“  nefs  they  already  underftand,  in  which  they  have  had  long  Experience, 
cc  and  by  which  their  Families  have  thriven,  to  change  all  their  Habits  of 
cc  Thinking,  and  their  Manner  of  Life,  in  order  to  apply  to  Arts  which 
“  they  do  not  know,  or  know  but  imperfectly,  and  that  where  Eftates  may 
“  be  eafily  raifed  by  mere  Tillage,  the  Temptations  to  Manufacture  arc 
“  wanting,  and  Men,  who  can  depend  upon  their  Induftry  alone,  will  not 
“  have  Recourfe  to  Arts  for  Subfiftence.”  But  that  which  Perfuafion  might 
not  effeCt,  and  to  which  peculiar  Circumftances  might  be  adverfe,  Neceffity, 
and  an  Alteration  of  thole  Circumftances,  may  accomplifh.  When  the  Al¬ 
ternative  is  propofed,  and  the  one  Part  of  it  affures  Succefs,  and  a  comfort¬ 
able  Support  by  a  moderate  Application  of  Induftry,  familiarized  by  Ufe, 
and  rendered  eafy  by  PraCtice  ;  and  the  other  affording  only  an  Experiment 
of  precarious  Iffue,  calling  for  an  Application  unexperienced  and  dreaded, 
attended  with  Perplexity,  and  productive  of  irkfome  Anxiety,  the  Genera¬ 
lity  of  Mankind  would  not  heiitate  in  chufing  the  former.  But,  though  it 
would  gain  the  Preference  of  Choice,  yet,  if  the  Alternative  is  taken  away, 
and  Choice  yields  to  Neceffity,  the  Enterprizing  will  form  ProjeCts,  the  Ju¬ 
dicious  improve,  the  Induftrious  execute  them.  Succefs,  in  one  Inftance, 
will  animate  the  timid  to  make  Trial  of  the  Means  which  have  fucceeded 
under  the  Direction  of  others,  ftimulate  the  Phlegmatic,  and  roufe  the  In¬ 
dolent— Should  the  Neceffity  after  a  little  7'ime,  ceafe,  new  Habits  may 
become  as  ftrong  as  the  old,  and  the  Alternative  would  therefore  be  altered, 
the  Choice  be  an  ACt  of  Deliberation,  rather  than  of  blind  Impulfe ;  old 
Prejudices  would  be  greatly  abated,  if  not  extinguifti’d,  new  Attachments, 
perhaps,  be  formed.  From  this  Change,  different  Confequences  may  be 
conjedured  or  foretold,  and  perhaps  the  moft  Confident  might  be  difappoint- 
ed  by  the  Event.  It  is  not  fo  difficult  for  Men  to  ftrike  into  new  Employ¬ 
ments  and  Methods  of  Life,  when  impelled  by  the  Urgency  of  Diftrefs,  nor 
fo  eafy  to  call  them  back  to  their  old  Manner  of  Life,  and  divert  them  from 
new  Purfuits  experienced  to  be  profitable,  and  productive  of  the  beji  Security 
againfi  Oppreffton ,  as  fome  feem  to  apprehend. 

It  is  not  contended  that  the  Colonies  ought  to  be  indulged  in  a  general  Li¬ 
berty  of  Exporting  and  Importing  every  Thing  in  what  Manner  they  pleafe, 
but,  fince  they  are  hindered  from  making  all  the  Advantages  they  might 
do,  and  what  Advantages*  might  they  not  make,  if  under  no  Checks  ? 
They  have  a  good  Plea  againft  all  Rigour  and  Severity,  not  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary.  That  Britijh  Manufa&ures  come  dearer,  and  not  fo  good  in  Qua¬ 
lity  to  America ,  as  formerly,  is  a  very  general  Complaint,  and  what  Efted 
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it  may  have,  fhould  they  ftill  grow  dearer  and  worfe  in  Quality,  or  the  Colo¬ 
nics  be  rendered  lefs  able  to  confume  them,  is  a  Confideration  which  con¬ 
cerns  Great-Britain ,  at  leaft  as  much  as  the  Colonies.  An  increafe  of  Price, 
and  falling  in  the  Goodnefs  of  Quality,  is  the  ufual  Eft'eft  of  Monopolies 
there  is  no  Danger  of  Foreigners  taking  Advantage  of  this  Circumftance 
m  America ,  whatever  they  may  do  in  other  Countries  ;  but  the  Induftry  it 

may  give  Rife  to  in  America,,  when  other  Circumftances  concur,  is  not  diffi- 
cult  to  be  forefeen. 

•  «■  j  , 

•  f  *  t 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Balance  of  Trade  between  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  her  Colonies,  is  confiderably  againft  the  latter,  and  that  no  Gold  or 
Silver  Mines  have  yet  been  difcovered  in  the  old  American  Settlements,  or 
among  the  Treafures  of  the  new  Acquifitions.  How  then  is  this  Balance  to 
be  difcharged  ?  The  former  Trade  of  the  Colonies,  which  enabled  them 
to  keep  up  their  Credit  with  Great-Britain,  by  applying  the  Balance  they 
gained  againft  Foreigners,  is  now  fo  fettered  with  Difficulties,  as  to  be  ah- 
moft  prohibited.  In  order  therefore  to  reduce  the  Balance'  againft  them  up¬ 
on  the  Trade  between  the  Colonies  and  Great- Britain,  this  Trade  muft  be 
contracted,  fo  as  to  bring  the  Scales  to  an  Equilibrium,  or  a  Debt  will  be 
incurred  that  can’t  be  paid  off,  which  will  diftrefs  the  Creditor  as  well  as  the 
Debtor,  by  the  Infolvency  of  the  latter.  The  Income  alfo  of  the  Colonies, 
which  was  before  invefted  in  their  Trade,  will  be  diminifhed  in  Proportion 
to  the  Produce  of  the  Stamp-ACI,  and  therefore  the  Amount  of  that  Pro¬ 
duce  muft  be  drawn  out,  which  will  create  a  further  Redu&ion  of  the 
Trade. 

I  confefs  that  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  do  not  perceive  the  Policy  in  laying 
Difficulties  and  Obftrudiions  upon  the  gainful  Trade  of  the  Colonies  with 
Foreigners,  or  that  it  even  makes  any  real  Difference  to  the  Englijh  Nation, 
whether  the  Merchants  who  carry  it  on  with  Commodities  Great-Britain 
will  not  purchafe,  refid e  in  Philadelphia,  New-Tork  or  Bojion,  London,  Brijlol, 
or  Liverpool,  when  the  Balance  gained  by  the  American  Merchant  in  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  that  'Trade  centers  in  Great-Britain ,  and  is  applied  to  the  Difcharge 
of  a  Debt  contradled  by  the  Confumption  of  Britijh  Manufactures  in  the 
Colonies,  and  in  this  to  the  Support  of  the  national  Expence. 

If  in  Confequence  of  the  Obftrudtions,  or  Regulations  as  they  are  cal¬ 
led,  of  their  Commerce,  and  the  Impofition  of  Taxes  upon  their  Properties, 
the  Colonies  fhould  only  be  driven  to  obferve  the  ftridteft  Maxims  of  Fru¬ 
gality,  the  Confequence  would  rather  be  difagreeable  than  hurtful — Should 
they  be  forced  to  ufe  new  Methods  of  Induftry,  and  to  have  Recourfe  to 
Arts  for  a  Supply  of  Neceffaries,  the  Difficulty  in  Succeeding  would  prove 
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lefs  than  the  Apprehenfion  of  Mifcarrying,  and  the  Benefit  greater  than  the 
Hope  of  it.  There  are  few  People  of  the  higheft,  and  even  of  the  middle 
Rank,  but  would  upon  a  ftria  Scrutiny  into  their  ordinary  Dilburfements, 
dilcover  fome  Articles  that  would  admit  of  Defalcation. 

'  A  prudent  Man,  conftrained  to  abridge  his  Outgoings,  _  will  confiuei 
what  Articles  of  Expence  may  be  retrenched  or  given  up,  without  Dntiels 
or  Difcomfort,  and  if,  after  this  faving,  he  ftill  finds  that  his  Expences  ex¬ 
ceed  his  Income,  he  will  then  confider  of  what  Articles  he  can  provide  a 
Supply  by  the  Application  of  domeftic  Induftry,  or  whether  fome  tolerable 
Subftitute  may  not  be  fallen  upon  to  anfwer  the  Purpofe  of  what  he  can 
neither  buy,  nor  hath  Skill  or  Ability  to  fabricate.  He  will  reflect  that  the 
Expedient  which  is  at  firft  but  an  indifferent  Shift,  Ule  and  Experience  will 
improve  into  Convenience,  that  Pradtice  will  confer  knowledge  and  Skill, 
and  thefe  Facility  and  Satisfaction,  and  tho’  the  Progrefs  fhould  be  flow  and 
gradual,  Habit  will  grow  with  it,  and  produce  Reconcilement  and  Content. 

What  are  called  in  North- America,  Luxuries,  ought  for  the  mod  Part  to 
be  ranked  among  the  Comforts  and  Decencies  ot  Lite,  but  thete  will  not 
be  relinquifhed,  if  a  Supply  of  Neceffaries  may  be  provided  by  domeftic  In¬ 
duftry— - — For  Food,  thank  GOD,  They  do  not,  and  for  Raiment  I  hey 

need  not,  depend  upon  Great-Britain . 

Any  thin  Covering  in  the  Summer  to  preferve  Decency,  and  fubftantial 
Cloathino-  in  the  Winter  to  repel  the  Cold,  are  fufficient  for  domeftic  Ser¬ 
vants  ancT Labourers,  and  thefe  may  be  provided  without  any  Remora  to  the 
Bufinefs  of  Tillage,  for  there  are  many  Intervals  in  which  it  is  fufpended. 
There  are  Times  too,  when  the  Employment  is  fo  flight  as  to  be  rather  a 
moderate  Exercife,  than  a  laborious  Tafk,  when  the  Work  that  is  done 
miaht  be  performed  by  half  the  Number  of  Labourers  without  exceffive  Ex¬ 
ertion,  or  exhaufting  Fatigue.  There  are  befides  in  moft  Families  tho  fe, 
whom  the  Feeblenefs  of  immature  Years,  or  their  Sex,  at  paiticulai  reriods, 
or  the  Decrepitude  of  old  Age,  difcharge  from  the  Duties  of  Tillage.  Lea¬ 
ther,  and  Wool,  and  Cotton,  and  Flax,  are  at  Hand:  How  eafy  then  is 
the  neceflary  Cloathing  provided  for  thofe  whofe  Station  does  not  require 
any  attention  or  regard  to  Falhion,  or  Elegance ;  fo  eafy,  that  many  have 
already  gone  into  this  Manufafture  without  any  other  Impulfe,  than  the 
Spirit  of  Induftry,  which  can’t  bear  Inaftion,  tho’  the  Savings  on  this  Head 
have  afterwards  been  negleded.  In  this  very  confiderable  Branch  lo  little 
Difficulty  is  there,  that  a  Beginning  is  Half  the  Work.  The  Path  is  beaten, 
there  is  no  Danger  of  lofing  the  Way,  there  are  Direftors  to  guide  every 
Step.  But  why  Ihould  they  flop  at  the  Point  of  cloathing  Labourers,  why 


not  proceed,  when  Vigour  and  Strength  will  increafe  with  the  Pro°-reflion 
to  cloath  the  Planters  ?  When  the  firfl  Stage  is  arrived  at,  the  Spirits  will 
be  recruited,  and  the  fecond  fliould  be  undertaken  with  Alacrity,  fmce  -it 
may  be  performed  with  Eafe.  In  this  too,  the  Experiment  hath  been  made 
snd  hath  fucceeded.  Let  the  Manufacture  of  America  be  the  Symbol  of 
Dignity,  the  Badge  of  Virtue,  and  it  will  foon  break  the  Fetters  of  Diftrefs. 
A  Garment  of  Linfey-Wolfey,  when  made  the  Diftinblion  of  real  Patrio¬ 
ts,  is  more  honourable  and  attra&ive  of  Refpeft  and  Veneration,  than  all 
the  Pageantry,  and  the  Robes,  and  the  Plumes,  and  the  Diadem  of  an  Em¬ 
peror  without  it.  Let  the  Emulation  be  not  in  the  Richnefs  and  Variety  of 
toreign  Produ&ions,  but  in  the  Improvement  and  Perfedion  of  our  own— 
Let  it  be  demonftrated  that  the  Subjedls  of  the  Britijh  Empire  in  Europe  and 

America  are  the  fame,  that  the  Hardfhips  of  the  latter  will  ever  recoil  upon 
the  *  former.  v 

In  Theory  it  is  fuppofed  that  each  is  equally  important  to  the  other,  that 
all  partake  of  the  Adverfity  and  Depreflion  of  any.  The  Theory  is  juft, 
and  Time  will  certainly  eftablifh  it,  but  if  another  Principle  ftiould  be  ever 
hereafter  adopted  in  Pra&ice,  and  a  Violation  deliberate,  cruel,  ungrateful, 
and  attended  with  every  Circumftance  of  Provocation,  be  offered*"  to  our 
fundamental  Rights,  why  fhould  we  leave  it  to  the  flow  Advances  of  Time 
(which  may  be  the  great  Hope  and  Reliance,  probably,  of  the  Authors  of 
the  Injury,  whofe  View  it  may  be  to  accomplilh  their  felfifh  Purpofes  in  the 

*  Upon  a  Surmife  that  a  certain  noble  L — d,  was  the  Author  of  fome  Hard¬ 
ships  inflicted  upon  the  Colonies,  a  reproachful  and  mifchievous  Diftin&ion 

hath  been  made  by  fome  People,  between  the  Natives  of  S _ / _ d,  and  of 

E — z - d  and  America,  which  every  judicious  Friend  of  the  Colonies  mull  wilh 

to  fee  abolifh’d,  and  an  Union  rather  eftablilhed  than  Divifions  promoted.  E- 
very  Man  who  has  his  all,  and  the  Welfare  of  his  Pollerity  at  Stake,  upon 
the  Profperity  of  America ,  as  he  hath  an  Intereft  in  common  with  the  Natives  of 

it,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  an  American - It  is  an  effedlual  Way  to  make  Men 

Adverfaries,  to  call  and  treat  Them  as  fuch - Befides,  laying  afide  this  Confi- 

deration,  the  Dillin&ion  is  extremely  unjufl ;  for  tho’  there  is  tob  much  Reafon  to 
believe  that  fome  Natives  of  America ,  and  of  E — g — d,  who  have  refided  in  the 
Colonies,  have  been  inllrumental  in  bringing  upon  Us  the  Severities  We  deplore, 
yet  hath  it  never  been  even  furmifed,  I  fpeak  it  to  their  Honour,  that  any  Native  of 
<S — / — d  refiding,  or  that  ever  did  refide  in  America ,  had  in  any  Degree  a  Hand  in 
them.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  if  the  Breach  which  a  too  eager  Profecution  of 
the  little  Views  of  Party,  hath  made  among  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Colony  hereto¬ 
fore  the  moll  dillinguilhed  for  Prudence  and  Unanimity,  Ihould  not  be  clofed,  in 
Confideration  of  the  general  Calamity,  that  America  as  well  as  Denmark,  will  furnilh 
an  Inftance  of  the  excefiive  Temerity  of  political  Animofity. 


Interval) 
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Interval)  to  prove  what  might  be  demonftrated  immediately — Inftead  of 
moping,  and  puling,  and  whining  to  excite  Com paflion  ;  in  fuch  a  Situation 
we  ought  with  Spirit,  and  Vigour,  and  Alacrity,  to  bid  Defiance  to  Ty¬ 
ranny,  by  expofing  it’s  Impotence,  by  making  it  as  contemptible,  as  it 
would  be  deteftable.  By  a  vigorous  Application  to  Manufactures,  the  Con- 
fequence  of  Oppreflion  in  the  Colonies  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Brltain , 
would  {trike  Home,  and  immediately.  None  would  miftake  it.  Craft  and 
Sub  til  ty  would  not  be  able  to  impofe  on  the  moft  ignorant  and  credulous  ; 

'  for  if  any  fhould  be  fo  weak  of  Sight  as  not  to  See,  they  would  not  be  fo 
callous  as  not  to  Feel  it. — SuchConduCI  would  be  the  moft  dutiful  and  be¬ 
neficial  to  the  Mother-Country*.  It  would  point  out  the  Diftemper  when 
the  Remedy  might  be  eafy*  and  a  Cure  at  once  effected  by  a  fimple  Alter¬ 
ation  of  Regimen. 

Of  this  Meafure  fhould  there  be  Apprehenfions,  and  Minifterial  Orators 
and  Panegyrifts  endeavour  to  obviate  them  by  observing,  that,  “  it  would 
“  always"  be  eafy  to  reinftate  Things  where  they  were,  and  that  by  eafing 
«  the  Colonies  of  their  Burthens*  and  giving  Encouragement  to  their  Pro- 
“  duce  ;  the  Eftablilhment  of  any  Manufacture  in  America  might  be  pre- 
“  vented.”  We  fhould  mark  well  this  Reafoning,  and  avail  ourfelves.  of 
the  Inftrudhon  given  by  our  Enemies,  which  would  point  out  to  Us  the  Re¬ 
medy,  and  the  more  fpeedy  the  Application  of  it  the  better,  and  that  would 
depend  upon  ourfelves. 

Befides  the  Urgency  of  fuch  an  Occasion  (fhould  it  happen)  there  would 

be  another  Powerful  Inducement  to  this  fimple,  natural,  eafy  Method - 

The  good  or  bad  Succefs  of  one  Attempt  to  opprefs,  generally  produces  or 
prevents  future  Impofitions.  In  common  Life  ad  amenels  in  bearing  a  De¬ 
privation  of  Part  of  a  Man’s  Property,  encourages  Rapacity  to  feize  the  reft. 

Any  Opprefiion  of  the  Colonies,  would  intimate  an  Opinion  of  them  I 
am  perfuaded  they  don’t  deferve,  and  their  Security  as  well  as  Honour 
ought  to  engage  them  to  confute.  When  Contempt  is  mixed  with  In- 
juftice,  and  Infult  with  Violence,  which  is  the  Cafe  when  an  Injury  is  done 
to  him  who  hath  the  Means  of  Redrefs  in  his  Power;  if  the  injured  hath 
one  inflammable  Grain  of  Honour  in  his  Breaft,  his  Refentment  will  invi¬ 
gorate  his  Purfuit  of  Reparation,  and  animate  his  Efforts  to  obtain  an  effec¬ 
tual  Security  againft  a  Repetition  of  the  Outrage. 

If  the  Cafe  fuppofed  fhould  really  happen,  the  Refentment  I  fhould 

recommend  would  be  a  legal,  orderly,  and  prudent  Refentment,  to  be  ex- 
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prefied  in  a  zealous  and  vigorous  *  Induftry,  in  an  immediate  Ufe  and  un¬ 
abating  Application  of  the  Advantages  we  derive  from  our  Situation — a 
Refentment  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  Efiedts  as  beneficial  to  the  Mo¬ 
ther-Country  as  to  the  Colonies,  and  which  a  Regard  to  her  Welfare  as 
well  as  our  own,  ought  to  infpiro  us  with  on  fuch  an  Occafion. 

The  General  AfTemblies  would  not,  I  fuppofe,  have  it  in  their  Power  to  en¬ 
courage  by  Laws,  the  Profecution  of  this  beneficial,  this  neceffary  Meafure ; 
but  they  might  promote  it  almofl  as  efiedtually  by  their  Example.  I  have 
in  my  younger  Days  feen  fine  Sights,  and  been  captivated  by  their  dazzling 
Pomp  and  glittering  Splendor  ;  but  the  Sight  of  our  Reprefentatives,  all 
adorned  in  compleat  DrefTes  of  their  own  Leather,  and  f  lax,  and  Wool, 
manufactured  by  the  Art  and  Induftry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Virginia ,  would 
excite,  not  the  Gaze  of  Admiration,  the  Flutter  of  an  agitated  Imagination, 
or  the  momentary  AmuLment  of  a  tranfient  Scene,  but  a  calm,  folid,  heart¬ 
felt  Delight.  Such  a  Sight  would  give  Me  more  Pleafure  than  the  moft 
fplendid  and  magnificent  SpeClacle  the  moft  exquifite  Tafte  ever  painted, 
the  richeft  Fancy  ever  imagined,  realized  to  the  View — as  much  more  Plea¬ 
fure  as  a  good  Mind  would  receive  from  the  Contemplation  of  Virtue,  than 
of  Elegance;  of  the  Spirit  of  Patriotifm,  than  the  Oftentation  of  Opulence. 

Not  only,  cc  as  a  Friend  to  the  Colonies,”  but  as  an  Inhabitant  having 
my  All  at  Stake  upon  their  Welfare  f  I  defire  an  “  Exemption  from  Taxes 
“  impofed  without  my  Confent ,  and”  I  have  reflected  longer  than  <c  a  Mo- 
cc  ment  upon  the  Confequences  I  value  it  as  one  of  the  deareft  Privileges 
I  enjoy  :  I  acknowledge  Dependance  on  Great -Britain^  but  I  can  perceive  a 
Degree  of  it  without  Slavery,  and  I  difown  all  other.  I  do  not  expeCf  that 
the  Interefts  of  the  Colonies  will  be  confidered  by  fome  Men,  but  in  Sub- 
ferviency  to  other  Regards.  The  EffeCIs  of  Luxury,  and  Venality,  and 
Oppreffion,  Pofterity  may  perhaps  experience,  and  Sufficient  for  the 
Day  will  be  the  Evil  thereof. 


*  The  ingenious  Mr.  Hume,  obferves  in  his  Hiftory  of  James  I,  that  the  Englijh 
fine  Cloth  was  in  fo  little  Credit  even  at  Home,  that  the  King  was  obliged  to  feek 
Expedients  by  which  he  might  engage  the  People  of  Fafhion  to  wear  it,  and  the 
Manufacture  of  fine  Linen  was  totally  unknown  in  the  Kingdom — What  an  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  Induftry  !  This  very  penetrating  Gentleman  alfo  recommends  a  miidGo- 
<vert, ment ,  as  a  proper  Meafure  for  preferving  the  Dominion  of  England  over  her 
Colonies. 

‘f  See  The  Regulations ,  &c.  Page  iij.  . 
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the  12th  Cha .  II,  the  Colonies  are  reftrain’d  from  lending 
the  Produds  enumerated  in  the  Ad  to  any  foreign  Ports.— 
J|^4s^wf|  By  the  15th  of  the  fame  King,  they  are  prohibited  from 
B  importing  Commodities  of  the  Growth  or  Manufadure  of 

^  ^  Europe ,  except  from  Great-Britain,  faving  a  few  Ai  tides 

ra  3  mention’d  in  this  Ad. 

A  Law,  which  reflrains  one  Part  of  the  Society,  from  exporting  it’s  Pro- 
duds  to  the  moft  profitable  Market,  in  favour  of  another ;  or  obliges  it  to 
import  the  Manufadures  of  one  Country  that  are  dear,  inftead  of  thofe  of 
another  that  are  cheap,  is  eftedually  a  Tax.  For  if  the  profitable  Exporta¬ 
tion^  and  the  Importation  of  the  cheaper  Commodities  were  permitted,  a  Tax 
equal  to  fuch  Gain  in  the  former  Cafe,  and  to  the  Saving  in  the  latter,  wou’d 
leave  that  Part  of  the  Society,  in  the  fame  State  and  Condition,  as  if  under 
the  Prohibition  and  Reftridion  above-mentioned.  As  for  Inftance  in  the 

Cafe  of  Importation - Suppofe  a  Country  which  I  will  diftinguifh  by  the 

Name  of  A,  can  purqhafe  Commodities  of  the  fame  Kind,  and  equal  Good- 
nefs,  20  per  Cent  cheaper  of  B,  than  {he  can  of  C;— then  it  is  cleai,  if  A 
is  prohibited  from  taking  thefe  Commodities  of  B,  and  obliged  to  purchafe 
them  of  C,  that  A  is  juft  in  the  fame  State  and  Condition,  as  if  {he  were 

allow'd  to  purchafe  the  Commodities  of  B,  on  paying  thereon  a  Duty  of 

^  *  G  20  per 
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20  per  Cent  to  C.— This  Inftance,  mutatis  mutandis ,  is  equally  applicable 
to  the  Cafe  of  Exportation.  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  Country  favour’d  by 
the  Prohibition  and  Reftriction,  gains  as  much  thereby,  as  it  wou’d  do,  if 
the  proportionate  Tax  were  paid  to  it,  upon  taking  off  the  Prohibition  and 
Reftri&ion  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  the  Profit  which  the  one  is  hinder’d  from 
making,  in  Confequence  of  the  Prohibition  and  Reffriction,  is  made  by  the 
other,  in  whole  favour  they  have  been  introduc’d. 

It  hath  been  obferved  by  a  well-received  W riter  on  the  Subject  of  Trade, 
that  cc  a  Prohibition  acknowledges  the  Commodities  it  is  laid  on,  to  be 
cc  good  and  cheap,  otherwife  it  were  needlefs,  and  a  Prohibition  on  the 

Goods  of  any  one  Nation,  gives  a  Monopoly  to  other  Nations,  that  raife 

the  like.” — Again — “  A  Prohibition  againff  any  one  Nation,  makes 
“  other  Nations,  having  the  like  Commodities,  take  the  Advantage  .and, 
<c  raife  their  Price,  and  is  therefore  a  'Tax.”* 

If  a  Prohibition,  extending  to  one  Nation  only  in  favour  of  many,  con¬ 
fers  a  Monopoly,  and  is  therefore  a  Tax;  a  Prohibition  extending  to  all. 
other  Nations  in  favour  of  one,  is  indubitably  fo. 

From  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  exported,  cornmimihus  Annis ,  90,000  Hogf- 
heads  of  "T  obacco  to  Great- Britain,  of  which  it  is  fuppos’d  60,000  are 
thence  re-exported-  But  thefe  Colonies  not  being  permitted  to  fend  their 
Tobacco  immediately  to  foreign  Markets  dijbibutively ,  in  proportion  to  their' 
Demands,  the  re-exported  Tobacco  pays  double  Freight,  double  Infurance, 
Commifiion  and  other  Shipping  Charges.  The  whole  Quantity  is,  more¬ 
over,  of  Courfe  much  depreciated,  for  going  all  to  Great -Britain,  the  Home- 
Market  is  overdone,  by  which  Circumftance,  the  Quantity  requir’d  for 
Home- Confumption  is  without  Doubt  purchafed  cheaper  than  it  wou’d  be,  if 
no  more  than  that  were  imported  into  Grcat-Britain,  and  of  this  Glut  Fo¬ 
reigners,  and  Purchafers  on  Speculation  alfo,  avail  themfelves.  Befides,  a 
irreat  deal  of  the  Tobacco  getting  home  late,  the  rigorous  Seafon  hinders 
S’s  being  re-Ihipp’d  for  fome  Months,  during  which,  it  is  dead,  on  hand, 
and  moreover  gives  Advantage  to  Buyers — a  Lofs  to  the-  Planter,  which 
wou’d  be  avoided,  if  the  Tobacco  cou’d  be  immediately  fent  to  it’s  proper 
Market. — — 

The  above  quoted  Author  hath  computed  the  Duties,  Excifes,  lAc.  on 
Leather,  at  50  per  Cent ;  and  the  Artificial  Value  of  a  Bale  of  Englijh  Cloth 
arifing  from  Taxes,  Monopolies  and  ill-judg’d  Laws  at  51  perCent,  by 
which,  he  means  that  every  Hundred  Pounds  Worth  of  that  Species  of  Ma¬ 
nufacture,  includes  in  that  Sum  51/.  of  Taxes.  His  Computation  is,  with- 

,  out 
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out  Doubt,  too  low  now,  Taxes  having  been  increafed  very  confiderably 
fince  the  Time,  in  which  he  wrote, 

per  Cent • 

In  the  grofs  Sum  of  the  artificial  Value,  he  computed  the  A- 7 
mount  of  the  Taxes  to  be  full  -  -  -----  J 

Monopolies  and  ill-judg’d  Laws,  therefore  ftand  at  -  -  20 


5i 


A  Bale  of  Englijh  Cloth  cofting . £- 100 

Includes  an  artificial  Value  of-----  -  *  *  “  *  51 

The  artificial. Value  fubftrafted,  leaves  the  natural  Value  -  -  -  49 


But  left  the  Eftimate  fliou’d  be  objeaed  to  on  account  of  it’s  including 
20  per  Cent  for  Monopolies,  fcfc.  I  will  ftate  the  artificial  Value  arifing  from 
Taxes,  only  to  be  33^*  which  will  hardly  be  objeaed  to,  for  being 

too  high. 


100,000  :  oo  :  o 


The  Colonies,  it  is  fuppos’d,  take,  annually.  Manufactures  7  r  2)ooo,ooo 
from  Great-Britairiy  to  the  Amount  of  -----  5 

Therefore  they  pay  an  annual  Tax  of  -  -  -  -  £.666,666  .13.4 

To  which  muft  be  added  Freight,  Infurance,  Commif-^] 
fion  and  Shipping  Charges,  amounting  at  leaft,  to  1 
10  perCent,  the  Half  of  which,  as  it  might  be  fav’d  v 
by  back-freight,  &c.  were  the  Colonies  permitted  to  j 
import  dircftly  the  Manufactures  of  foreign  Coun-  1 

tries,  is  computed  at  -  -  -  -  -  “  “  J 

What  may  be  the  Amount  from  the  ReftriCtions,  on^| 
all  the  Enumerated  Commodities  (except  Tobacco)  I 

exported  from  all  the  Colonics,  with  Subfidies  re-  y  150,000  .  00  .  O 
tain’d  and  Duties  laid,  upon  the  moft  moderate  j 
Computation,  may,  I  fuppofe,  be  ftated  at  -  -  J 

£.916,666  :  13:4 

Part  of  the  Commodities  fent  from  Grcat-Britain  to  the  Colonies,  is  fit  ft 
imported  into  Great-Britain  from  foreign  Countries  ;  but  the  Eftimate  is  not 
exceptionable  on  that  Account,  for  the  general  Calculation  on  the  advanced 
Price  of  Britijh  Manufactures,  is  extremely  low. — Several  of  the  foreign 
Commodities  receive  their  Perfection  in  Britain.—* All  of  them  are  enhanced 
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by  the  Articles  of  double  Freight,  Infurance,  Shipping  Charges,  the  Mer¬ 
chant  Importer’s  Commiflion,  the  English  Tradefman’s  Profit,  the  Merchant 
Exporter’s  Commiflion,  andi  Subfidies  retain’d..  If  the  Colonies  were  not 
reftrain’d  from  directly  importing  foreign  Commodities,  they  would,  it  is 
prefum’d,  pay  lefsfor.  them,  even  by  50  per  Cent,  than  they  do  at  prefent. 


It  hath  been  already  obferv’d,  that  there  are  (hipped  from  Virginia  and 
Maryland ,  annually,  at  an  Average,  about  90,000  Hogflieads  of  Tobacco, 
6c, 000  of  which,  or  upwards,  are  re-exported  from  Great- Britain,  to  fo¬ 
reign  Markets  ;  but  they  pay  to  Great- Britain,  for  the  Reafons  above  ex¬ 
plain’d,  3/.  per  Hogfhead,  /.  e.  the  Sum  of  3/.  upon  each  Hog(head  might 
be  faved  if  the  Tobacco  might  be  immediately  and  dijlributively  fent  to  the  re- 
fpedlive  Markets,  in  Proportion  to  their  Demands ;  and  an  equal  Sum  is  paid 
alfo  to  Great-Britain,  upon  the  fame  Rule  of  Computation,  i.  e .  that  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies  pay  what  they  might  fave,  if  not  reftrain’d...  For,  tho’  the  Englijh  Ma¬ 
nufacturer  gets  the  Tobacco  he  wants,  without  the  double  Freight,  &c.  yet 
he  has  the  Advantage  of  the  Glut,  and  an  Opportunity  of  buying  it  as  cheap,, 
as  it  is  fold  in  Great-Britain  for  the  foreign  Markets,  before  the  Charges  of 
double  Freight,  idc.  are  incurred,  and  therefore  the  Planter  gets  no  more  for 
his  Tobacco  fold  for  Home,  than  that  which  is  fold  for  Foreign  Confumption, 
and  confequently  pays  as  much  for  it.  For  there  is  great  Reafon  to  imagine, 
that  if  thefe  Colonies  were  at  Liberty  to  fend  their  Tobacco  immediately  where 
they  pleas’d,  the  Market  in  England  wou’d  be  as  profitable  as  thofe  of  France , 
Holland,  &c. — But  when  the  Tobacco,  under  the  prefent  Regulation,  is  pur- 
chafed  for  Re-Exportation,  the  Purchafer  undoubtedly  confiders  the  Expence 
he  is  to  be  at,  before  it  gets  to  the  foreign  Market,  as  Part  of  the  Price  of  the 
Commodity,  and  therefore  lowers  his  Price  to  the  Merchant  in  Proportion. 


The  above  Sum  of  3/.  for  each  Hogfhead,  makes  2  J  0,000 

The  Amount  of  the  fundry  Impofitions  and  Reftric-7  ^  ggg 


tions  before  mentioned,  brought  forward, 


00  :  o 
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Total  Amount  of  Taxes  to  Great-Britain  -  1,186,666  :  13  •  4 

Befides  the  above  Amount  of  Taxes  paid  to  the  MoT 
ther-Country,  the  Colonies  in  North- America  j 
fupport  their  own  Civil  Eftablifhments,  and  pay  i 
Quit-Rents  to  the  Crown  and  Proprietaries,  to  ( 
the  Amount  (fuppofing  600,000  Taxables,  at  the 
moderate  Rate  of  15 each)  of  -  - 


Total  Amount  of  Taxes  paid  to  our  Mother-Goun 
try,  and  the  Support  of  our  Civil  Eftablilhment 
annually ,  *  * 


un- 1 
;nt,  £  1, 


636,666  :  13  :  4 
Suppofing 


-  '  j  ; A*  -  -cy-  : 
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Simppofine;  the  clear  annual  Rents  of  the  Lands  in  North- 

/ _ Urr  A  Ac  Parliament!  wou’d  a« 


— _  _  , 

America  unreftrain’d  by  A£ts  of  Parliament)  woud  a* 
mount  to  -  -  “*  J 
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It  appears  then,  that  the  whole  Tax  is  upwards  of  65  per  Cent }  and  if, 
therefore,  the  artificial  Value  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  Worth  of  Brtttjh 
Manufacture,  (Cloth  for  Inftance)  is,  according  to  the  above  Computation, 
oW.  6  r.  8  d.  there  was,  before  th z  Stamp- M,  a  Tax  paid  by  the  North- 
Americans ,  near  double  of  that  which  is  paid  by  the  Inhabitants  of  England. 
If  the  above  Sum  of  33/.  6r.  8  d.  is  too  low,  and  ought  to  be  increafed, 
then  the  Tax  on  North- America,  on  the  Article  of  Manufactures  imported 
from  Britain ,  muft  alfo  be  increafed. 


It  fhou’d  feem  that  the  Maxim  of  every  Tax  upon  Labour  falling  ulti¬ 
mately  upon  the  Confumer  of  its  Product,  cannot  be  ftriaiy  applied  to  the 
Produa  of  the  North- American  Colonies,  For,  as  they  are  obliged  to  fend 
their  Commodities  to  fome  Port  in  the  BritiJJj  Dominions,  or  (where  Indul¬ 
gence  is  granted  to  fend  fome  of  them  to  other  Places)  deprived  in  great 
Meafure  of  the  Benefit  of  Returns,  they  are  by  this  Means  fubjedted  to 
dead  Freight ;  and  moreover,  being  confin’d  in  their  Confumption  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  Manufadure,  and  the  Commodities  they  export,  being  chiefly  raw 
Materials,  they  have  not  the  Means  generally  in  the  Power  of  other  People, 
by  raifing  the  Price  of  their  Labour,  to  throw  their  Burthens  upon  others  ; 
but  are,  "for  the  moft  Part,  obliged,  both  in  their  Exports  and  Imports,  to 
fubmit  to  an  arbitrary  Determination  of  their  Value,  though  even  below 

firft  Coft. 

The  fanguine  Genius  of  one  of  the  Anti- Afnerican  Writers,  brings  to  my 
Mind  the  Fable  of  the  Boy  and  the  Hen  that  laid  Golden  Eggs .  He  is  not 
content  to  wait  for  the  Increafe  of  the  Public  Revenue ,  by  that  gradual  Pro- 
cefs  and  Circulation  of  Property,  which  an  Attention  to  the  commercial  In¬ 
tends  of  the  Nation  hath  eftablifh’d,  but  is  at  once  for  tearing  away  the 
the  Embryo,  which,  in  due  Time,  might  be  matur’d  into  Fullnefs  of  Size 
and  Vigour  ;  without  ever  reflecting,  that  when  the  Hen  is  delrroy  d  by  his 

Violence,  there  will  be  no  more  Golden  Eggs.. - The  following  Paffage 

juftifies  this  Obfervation- - 

If  we  have  from  the  Colonies  their  All  already,  we  only  have  it  (fays 
“  he)  by  Trade,  and  not  by  Taxes  ;  and  furely  it  is  not  the  fame  Thing, 
“  whether  the'  Wealth  be  brought  into  the  Public  Coffers  by  Taxes,  or 

coming  in  by  Trade,  Eows  into  the  Pockets  of  Individuals,  and,  by 
®  w  augmenting 


" 


“  augmenting  his  Influence  with  his  Wealth,  enables  the  Merchant  to 

“  plunge  us  into  new  Wars  and  new  Debts  for  his  Advantage  *. 

1  _  t 

'  V  (  *  f 

The  Mail  who  thinks  the  Gains  of  the  Merchant  are  dangerous,  and  that 
the  Welfare  of  the  Manufacturers,  the  Landholders,  &c.  doth  not  depend 
upon  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great-Brltain ,  is  very  confiftentiy  an  Ad¬ 
vocate  for  a  Meafure  which  hath  a  dircdf  Tendency  to  check  them  ;  but 
whether  this  Opinion,  and  very  confiftent  Condudf,  might  not  be  more  fer- 

viceable  in  fome  other  Employment,  than  in  that  of  a  L - of  T - ,  is 

fubmitted  to  their  Confideration,  who  are  the  Judges  of  Merit,  and  the  Dif- 
penfers  of  its  Rewards. 

For  a  Reafon,  which  the  above  Opinion  fuggefte,  I  fhall  fubjoin  an.  Efli- 
mate  of  the  Duties  upon  Tobacco  confumed  in  Great-Brltain ,  and  of  the 

Profit  to  the  Planter  on  that  TL  obacco. - T  he  intelligent  Reader  will  not 

apprehend  it  to  be  my  Meaning,  that  the  Planter  pays  out  of  his  Pocket  all 
the  Duties  laid  on  Tobacco,  or  be  at  a  Lofs  to  infer,  that  the  Eftimate  has 
been  made  with  no  other  View,  than  to  obviate  the  Principle  others  by  their 
Writings  feem  to  adopt. 

The  old  Subfidy  is  One  Penny  per  Pound,  25  per  Cent  deduced. 

All  the  other  Duties  are  Seven  Pence,  and  one  Third  per  Pound,  15  per 
Cent  deduced. 

An  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco,  at  an  Average,  contains  952  ft. 

The  whole  Duties  therefore,  £.  27  :  14  :  o 

The  Amount  of  the  whole  Duties  on  20,000  H02;-  ?  r  o 

J  0  c  A-  831,000 


The  full  clear  Proceeds  of  an  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco,  reckoning  952ft 
in  each  Hogfhead,  has  not,  on  an  Average  for  fome  Years  paft,  exceeded 
4 /.  f  wherefore,  on  30,000  Hogfheads,  the  Planters  get  120,000/.  How 
much  of  the  above  Sum  of  831,000/.  is  nett  to  the  Revenue,  I  fhall  not  un¬ 
dertake  to  fay  ;  but  I  prefume  it  may  be  fafely  alTerted,  that  no  Part  of  this, 
or  any  other  Public  Money,  is  touch’d  by  any  Americans ,  whether  they  have 

*  The  Objedtions  to  the  Taxation,  &c.  confider’d. 

f  bee  before,  P.  52.  The  attentive  Reader-will  obferve,  that  the  nett  Proceeds 
of  a  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco,  at  an  Average,  are  4/.  and  the  Taxes  yl. — ,  together, 

7/. - Qucre,  How  much  per  Cent  does  the  Tax  amount  to,  which  takes  from  the 

two  wretched  Tobacco  Colonies,  3  /.  out  of  every  7  I.  ?  And  how  deplorable  mufl 
their  Circumftances  appear,  when  their  vail:  Debt  to  the  Mother-Country,  and  the 
annual  Burthen  of  their  civil  Eftablifhments  are  added  to  the  Eftimate  ?  In  thefe  two 
Colonies  there  are  upwards  of  180,000  Taxables. 

great 
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mat  Powers  of  Speech  or  not ;  tho’  any  Gentleman  who  might  be  afte&cd  by 
ft  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  his  Apprehenfion,  that  a  fudden  Importation  ot  a 
certain  Commodity,  might  hurt  the  home  Market. 

The  Sum  of  the  Taxes,  paid  in  North- America,  will  appear  enormous  to 
thofe  who!  having  been  told  that  thefe  Colonies  pay  only  7  or  800 /.  per 
Annum,  in  Confequence  of  'faxes  laid  there,  might  be  led,  in  then  Depen¬ 
dence  upon  Minimal  Candor,  to  believe,  that  they  paid  no 
_ but  to  others,  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  Subject,  the  Computa¬ 
tion  will  appear  too  low.— From  thefe  Obfervations  it  may  be  inter  d  what 
vaft  Wealth,  in  Taxes  only,  the  Mother-Country  has,  in  the  Courte  ot  a 
Hundred  Years,  drawn  from  her  Colonies;  and  how  profoundly  wcll-mf  or  me 
the  Writer  is,  who,  with  equal  Pertinency  and  Confidence,  pronounces, 
“  that  it  is  now  high  Time  for  England  to  draw  tome  /^  Profit  from  er 
tc  Colonies,  after  the  vafi  Treafure  jhe  has  expended  on  their  settlement* 

I  cor.fefs  that  the  above  Computations  are  conjeaural,  but  I  believe  they 
are  probable.  I  mean  that  thofe,  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  Subject, 
will  think  the  Charge  upon  North- America  is  not  exaggerated,  and  which  I 
think  very  naturally  accounts  for  the  enormous  Debt  Ihe  at  prefent  labours 
under  to  the  Mother-Country. 

Dr.  Davenant  obferves,  that,  “  if  ever  any  Thing  great  or  good  be  done 
“  for  the  Englijh  Colonies,  induftry  muft  have  its  due  Recompense,  and 
«  that  can’t  be  without  Encouragement  to  it,  which,  perhaps  is  only  to  be 
«  brought  about  by  confirming  their  Liberties,  and  eftablilhing  good  Dilcipline 
“  among  them  that,  as  they  fee  they  are  a  Free  1  eople,  in  Point  of  Go- 
«  vernment,  fo  they  may,  by  Difcipline,  be  kept  free  of  the  M.ichiefs  that 
.  “  follow  Vice  and  Idlenefs.  And,  as  great  Care  ftiould 1  be  taken  in  this 
Refpea,  fo  without  Doubt,  it  is  advifcable,  that  no  little  Emulation  of 
private  Interefts  of  Neighbour  Governors,  nor  that  the  Petitions  of  hun¬ 
gry  Courtiers  at  home,  (hou’d  prevail  to  difeourage  thofe  particular  Colo¬ 
nies,  who,  in  a  few  Years,  have  raifed  themfelves  by  their  oivn  Charge, 
Prudence  and  Indujlry ,  to  the  Wealth  and  Greatnefs  they  are  now  arnv  d 
at,  without  any  Expence  to  the  Crown  ;  upon  which  Account,  anv  Innova¬ 
tions,  or  Breach  of  their  original  Charters,  (betides  that  it  feems  a  Breach  ot 
.*  the  Public  Faith)  may,  peradventure,  not  tend  to  the  King  s  Profit. 
Excellent  Obfervation  !  but  how  little  it  bath  been  regarded,  the  pretent 
keply-affli&ing  Diftrefs  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Not  th- America  demonltrates  ; 
—a  Diftrefs  fufficient  to  drive  Men  into  Defpair,  who  are  not  animated  by 
the  Hope,  that - Deus  dabit  his  quoque  Finem. 

THE  EN  D. 


t.t 

it 

*c 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 


1 


-ar>  - 


& 


>  ■,  -%'  1?':'  ^  5%-  :f?''  ss/S;- 

■?  sfysss'.  'Ss  #'  #  *::  ;#  '  v%^i'. 

;  Ss,  ^  'H  |?  ^Zi  y/S.  "  ;M 

y'SyS'  ■%%'''■'&■  S'  S  ';SSSS\.  ? 

cssy-  ,.  -:y-:  <Z>  ;-:•>  ■:■  0y< '  yyy  < 


-m  rmm?y0  M  y  /  i  ; 

".->-  ,:  :  ;  ^SSSSS  '  "S -  ^  S  'S 


-  X/  S‘  ■•'  ,S 

.  ..  .-•  zV/  V/// 


yy"  iss  ,-> 


><-  -sS'S,', 

yyy 


:  ^  -  y0y%>:.  <m, 

S-:  '#  'y  -  .-M'-' 

■s.  -S'  'SsSSS,''- 

•  ;>  -'>•>,  ■syysssy.  -sssyyss,  > 

s,s  sSs  ■■  yy  ■<■■■,■< -sy  s.  -■■  ss/.- 
'ss.-  -  ss  '  -Ssysss, 

S  S'Ss  y 

y  ss,  y  y 

■■  •  SSs-  S'-  .SS',  . 

yS's  S'",  -  "ss-S-.'yyS- 

•  sS'ss  .  ',  S-  /s'Ss.y.'  '-'>, 

..ysy^  ss,  / />  '  '-''s'. 


■ys 


yyyi>ys-'  s  y. '  .  /'• 


sysk 


yy-, 

Ssss 

yyy 


:.-;0S 

-'sssys 


.-■sss. 

S'.SS.y 


'SSSSy  '  S-'SSSs 
SySS'sSSSs  s'SSSs 
■  '  SSSS ■' S sSs  - 

'  ■■'-  '  sssssys,.-' 

'  -  '  -'  s .s'/  S'  s  s t- 

<00' 


yy 


■y00ys 


•-.  ..* ..  v:-  ys<‘,  0s y<  0  •"  >>.  - 

ssss  ys-;;SS;sy.:y>>.  ' 

,. . . :  '■  '■'s"-y  yys"  ' '•' y'y'"'s,,  y<s- 


':0S0 


ssMs 


S  S  S  >’jF  / 

ySS'SsS', 

. 


ss  S  -sssss v- -’••  -■;.•• 

yys  y>.  -:y>*  y 

S<sy0-  /S  .s's'\  *  ‘  y  '  ■  ’ 


